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Writing Assignment #2: Finding and Evaluating Sources of Information (10%)
	WHAT
Demonstrate your ability to find and select relevant, credible, and suitable sources of information to answer questions, solve problems, and support interpretations.

	
	WHY
Finding credible sources of information written at the level of detail you require will help you to answer questions and solve problems in many contexts. These skills will help you guard against misinformation and are essential skills for academic research and writing.

	
	
	

	HOW
This assignment asks you to work with Conestoga’s library search page, using various filters to find sources. You will also be asked to find sources with basic internet searches. 

Carefully read and follow the assignment instructions below to complete the assignment.

Please Note
This assignment requires you to include screen captures. Once you have taken a screen capture, follow these steps to add screen captures to this document:

i. Click on the text box where you want to add a screen capture. 
ii. Select “Insert” from the menu of your writing software. 
iii. Click “Pictures.” 
iv. Click “Insert Picture from This Device.” 
v. Select the relevant screen grab.

If you are using Microsoft’s Snip Tool, follow these steps:

i. At the same time, press the Shift+S+Windows Icon key.
ii. Click the rectangle option that appears at the top of your darkened screen.
iii. Put your cursor where you want one corner of the rectangle and use your mouse to draw the rectangle around what you want in your screen shot. (When you release, the rectangle you captured will be copied to your clipboard.)
iv. Go to the template and put the cursor in the correct text box. Right-click and select Paste or click Ctrl-V to insert the image into the box.




Imagine you have been assigned to report on one of the following questions: 
A. In what ways will Artificial Intelligence affect the gaming industry? 
B. What will be the primary impacts of Artificial Intelligence on the software engineering profession? 
C. How will Artificial Intelligence affect the movie industry? 
D. What types of employment are most likely to increase due to Artificial Intelligence? 
STAGE 1: USE KEYWORDS

1. a) On the list above, highlight the topic that you are choosing for this task.
1. b) In the box below, list three keywords that would enable you to successfully search for sources of information on your topic within the library databases.
	



1. c) Enter the keywords from 1. b) into the library database search tool. Now make at least two adjustments to your search terms. to improve the range and relevance of your results. Use the following list of suggestion to guide your keyword revisions:
· Add a new search term, change one, or remove one
· Use quotation marks around two or more terms to keep them together
· Use a combination of operators (AND, OR, NOT) instead of just AND
· Truncate a search term with an asterisk (*)

In the box below, paste a screenshot of the revised search terms as they appear on the library search screen.
	





STAGE 2: APPLY FILTERS 

2. Look at the results of your revised search (from 1.c) and apply at least three relevant filters to produce a more refined set of search results. 
Aim to produce a list of results that are relevant and credible based primarily on
· the publication date;
· the type of source; 
· the subject; and/or,
· the publication title.
In the box below, paste a screenshot of the filters you used.
	
















STAGE 3: SELECT A VARIETY OF SOURCES 

3. a) From the list of results that you produced in Stage 2, select a relevant article from a general interest magazine. Paste a picture of this article’s bibliographic information in the box below.
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3. b) From the list of results that you produced in Stage 2, identify a relevant article from a newspaper. Paste a picture of this article’s bibliographic information below.
	








3. c) From the list of results that you produced in Stage 2, identify a relevant article from a trade journal or peer-reviewed academic journal. Paste a picture of this article’s bibliographic information below.
	









3. d) Complete the chart below, describing the three sources you found in terms of 
· readability, 
· level of useful detail, 
· and reference to sources and/or research studies.
	


	Readability 
(length, difficulty of vocabulary, complexity of sentence structure)
	Level of detail 
(from very general to extremely detailed.
	References to sources 
(no identification of sources, informal identification of sources, or complete citations and references)

	General interest magazine article
	
	
	

	Newspaper article
	
	
	

	Peer-reviewed journal article
	
	
	





STAGE 4: IDENTIFY ONE SPECIFIC LIBRARY SOURCE 
4. a) From the three sources that you identified in 3. d), select one text that you think will help you answer the research question you selected in 1. a). 
Provide an APA reference for that text in the box below. 
	








4. b) In the box below, explain why you think this text might help you to learn more about your topic. Refer to at least two of the following features in your explanation:
· the bibliographic details included in the APA reference;
· the subject terms listed on the detailed record;
· the abstract or summary (if provided) on the library record;
· anything else you noticed while skimming or scanning the text.

	





STAGE 5: SELECT AN APPROPRIATE INTERNET SOURCE
5. a) Now use an internet search engine to find another source of information related to the same topic that you selected in 1. a). 
Focus on finding a source that meets the following three criteria: 
· Relevance: it provides information necessary to answer your question. 
· Credibility: it is trustworthy and authoritative. 
· Suitability: it contains the appropriate level of detail, in language you can understand.
Paste a link to the source in the box below.
	



5. b) In the box below, discuss the following: 
i. Why you think this source is relevant, credible, and suitable?
ii. What this source adds to your research? What does it tell you that you didn’t already learn from the library resource you identified in Stage 4.

	







5. c) In the box below, provide an APA reference for the text you linked in 5. a) 
	










STAGE 6: REFLECT ON THE PROCESS

6. Describe your experience completing this assignment. You might discuss
· What it was like to use the library database 
· What it was like to thing about and assess the credibility of a source
· The differences between using the library and searching the web
· The strategies or tools you used to overcome challenges you faced along the way 
· How you might use the skills you have developed while doing this assignment. 
Be sure to write in your own voice. That means you should use the first-person pronoun (I) to write about your own personal experience. 
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