Abū Saʿīd al-Khudrī narrated that Allāh’s Messenger (ﷺ) said:
ثُمَّ يُؤْتَى بِالْجَسْرِ فَيُجْعَلُ بَيْنَ ظَهْرَيْ جَهَنَّمَ  قُلْنَا: يَا رَسُولَ اللَّهِ وَمَا الْجَسْرُ قَالَ: مَدْحَضَةٌ مَزِلَّةٌ عَلَيْهِ خَطَاطِيفُ وَكَلَالِيبُ وَحَسَكَةٌ مُفَلْطَحَةٌ لَهَا شَوْكَةٌ عُقَيْفَاءُ تَكُونُ بِنَجْدٍ يُقَالُ لَهَا السَّعْدَانُ.
“Then the Bridge will be laid across Hell.” We asked: O Messenger of Allāh! What is the Bridge? He replied: “It is slippery and slimy and will have on it clamps and hooks like thorns, wide at one end and narrow at the other curved like hooks, like the thorn of Najd called Saʿdān.” [footnoteRef:312]  [312:  Ṣaḥīḥ Al-Bukhārī, vol. 9, pp. 395-9, no. 532.] 

Abū Hurayrah quoted the Prophet (ﷺ) as saying:
وَفِي جَهَنَّمَ كَلَالِيبُ مِثْلُ شَوْكِ السَّعْدَانِ هَلْ رَأَيْتُمْ شَوْكَ السَّعْدَانِ؟ قَالُوا: نَعَمْ قَالَ: فَإِنَّهَا مِثْلُ شَوْكِ السَّعْدَانِ غَيْرَ أَنَّهُ لَا يَعْلَمُ قَدْرَ عِظَمِهَا إِلَّا اللَّهُ تَخْطَفُ النَّاسَ بِأَعْمَالِهِمْ فَمِنْهُمْ مَنْ يُوبَقُ بِعَمَلِهِ وَمِنْهُمْ مَنْ يُخَرْدَلُ ثُمَّ يَنْجُو.
“In Hell there will be hooks similar to the thorns of Saʿdān (a thorny tree). Did you not see the thorns of Saʿdān?” The Companions answered, “Yes, O Messenger of Allāh (ﷺ) .” He added, “So they will be like the thorns of Saʿdān except that their greatness in size is only known to Allāh. They snatch the people according to their deeds. Some people will be [completely] ruined because of their evil deeds, and some will be cut into pieces and fall down into Hell but will be saved afterwards.” [footnoteRef:313]  [313:  Ṣaḥīḥ Al-Bukhārī, vol. 8, pp. 374-8, no. 577 and Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, vol. 1, pp. 115-6, no. 349.] 

Abū Saʿīd also said: “I was informed that [the Bridge] is thinner than a single hair and sharper than [the edge of] a sword.” [footnoteRef:314] A similar narration was also collected by Aḥmad from ʿĀʾishah from the Prophet (ﷺ) . [314:  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, no. 183.] 

Crossing the Bridge
Only the believers will cross the Bridge and the rate at which they cross it will be determined by their deeds. Ibn Rajab al-Ḥanbalī said: “You should be aware that people are divided into two groups: the believer who worships Allāh alone without any partner and the idolater who worships others along with Allāh. As for the idolaters, they will not cross the Bridge. Instead, they will fall into the Fire before the Bridge is set up.”[footnoteRef:315]  [315:  At-Takhwīf min an-Nār, Damascus: Maktab al-Bayān, p. 187.] 

The first to cross the Bridge will be Prophet Muḥammad (ﷺ).
Abū Hurayrah quoted the Prophet (ﷺ) as saying:
فَيُضْرَبُ الصِّرَاطُ بَيْنَ ظَهْرَانَيْ جَهَنَّمَ فَأَكُونُ أَوَّلَ مَنْ يَجُوزُ مِنْ الرُّسُلِ بِأُمَّتِهِ وَلَا يَتَكَلَّمُ يَوْمَئِذٍ أَحَدٌ إِلَّا الرُّسُلُ وَكَلَامُ الرُّسُلِ يَوْمَئِذٍ اللَّهُمَّ سَلِّمْ سَلِّمْ.
“Then a bridge will be laid over the (Hell) Fire.” Allāh’s Messenger (ﷺ) added, “I will be the first of the messengers to cross it with his nation. No one will say anything on that day except the messengers and the statements of the messengers on that Day, will be ʿAllāhumma sallim, sallim (O Allāh, save us, save us!)ʿ.”[footnoteRef:316]  [316: Ṣaḥīḥ Al-Bukhārī, vol. 8, pp. 374-8, no. 577. ] 
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