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This Divine  Name contains attributes of gentleness  on levels  which human beings cannot hope to  possess however we can apply  lutf  in many different religious activities which we are obliged to  perform.   NOTE:   I spoke in an earlier session about the  Da’wah  Imperative   when  applying   Allah’s Names,  al - ‘Aleem, al - ‘Allaam  and  al - ‘Aalim  (The Omniscient, All - Knowing) .  The obligation to convey  Islam to the world requires, fundamentally that the  daa‘ee  be gentle in conveying the message  because harshness could easily   discourage people from listening to the truth. Allah even addressed  this issue with regard to the Prophet himself saying:   �ÈǮÊǳÌȂÈƷ�ÌǺÊǷ�¦ȂČǔÈǨÌºǻÈȏ�ÊƤÌǴÈǬÌǳ¦�ÈǚȈÊǴÈǣ�ƢčǜÈǧ�ÈƪÌǼÉǯ�ÌȂÈǳ   “If you were harsh and hard hearted, they would have fled from aroun d you.”    Soorah Aal ‘Imraan,  (3): 159   Furthermore, it was as a result of Allah’s mercy that the Prophet (  ) was gentle to those  he invited to Islam.   �ÌǶÉÈŮ�ÈƪÌǼÊǳ�Êɦ�ÈǺÊǷ�ÇƨÈÌŧÈ°�ƢÈǸÊƦÈǧ   “And by the mercy of Allah you dealt with them gently.”    Soorah  Aal ‘Imraan,  (3: 159)     The  daa‘ee  must always consider the fact that Allah instructed Prophets Moosaa and Haaroon to  gently communicate the message of Islam to Pharaoh who was, at that time, claiming that he was  God. The Almighty said:   �ȄÈǌÌÈź�ÌÂÈ¢�ÉǂċǯÈǀÈƬÈºȇ�ÉǾċǴÈǠċǳ�ƢÅǼÊËȈÈǳ�ÅȏÌȂÈºǫ�ÉǾÈǳ�ÈȏȂÉǬÈºǧ   “So speak to him, both of you, mildly in order that he may reflect or fear God.”    Soorah  T aa Haa,  (20): 44     The Prophet (  ) also prayed saying:      “ O Allah, be hard on whoever acquires control over the  affairs of my nation and is hard     on them. And be kind to whoever gains control over the affairs of my nation and is kind to them. ”
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    Gentleness in  da‘wah  affects the hearts of those being invited and makes them want to listen to  the message. The Messenge r of Allah (  ) was reported by his wife,    And he was quoted by Jareer as saying,    ( ( �ÈÌŚÈÌŬ¦�Ì¿ÈǂÌÉŹ�ÈǪÌǧÊËǂǳ¦�Ì¿ÈǂÌÉŹ�ÌǺÈǷ� ). )     “ One deprived of gentleness is deprived of all good. ”
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