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PR 04 02						FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
MONDAY, Jan. 28, 2002
CONTACT:  Bill Murlin, BPA (503) 230-5141

Local whiz kids face off in nation's largest regional science bowl


VANCOUVER, WA — More than 150 middle school students from Washington and Oregon will meet Feb. 9 on the intellectual playing field to compete for the Regional Science Bowl title.  The top two teams from the regional event will travel to Washington, D.C. in March to vie with teams from throughout the nation in the first national middle school championship. 
Like their athletic peers, Science Bowl participants have been in training, building their skills, sharpening their wits and perfecting their team strategies. The BPA Science Bowl is one of the few events in which students can meet their academic counterparts from other schools, flex their intellectual brawn and be acknowledged for their achievement. 

News media wishing to do advance stories should contact schools directly. Digital photos of the winning teams will be available on the web by 8 p.m., Feb. 9 at <http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/kc/sciencebowl>

	What:  BPA’s 2002 Regional Middle School Science Bowl competition

When: Saturday, Feb. 9.  Opening ceremonies begin at 8 a.m.  Competition begins at 8:30 am, with final rounds beginning around 4 p.m.

Where:  Washington State University—Student Services Building, Room 110, Vancouver Campus, 14204 NE Salmon Creek Av, Vancouver, WA.  For directions to the campus, point your web browser to:  http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/directions.html.
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[[[Note:  Media should check in at Room 110 of the Student Services Building.  A BPA media representative will assist you with covering the event.]]]

The BPA Science Bowl is the largest and oldest regional competition in the nation. Each participating school builds its own teams consisting of four student contestants and two alternates each.  The question-and-answer format competition is modeled after television game shows, using a lock-out buzzer system  

The Bonneville Power Administration sponsors two science bowls each year to encourage participation in math and science studies, especially among minorities and women. A second bowl, for high school students, is scheduled for March 9 at the University of Portland. More information on that event will be forthcoming.

Here are some sample questions: 

PHYSICS; Multiple Choice:  The random movement of dust particles in a room is an example of 
	(W)	Inelastic collisions.
	(X)	Elastic collisions.
(Y) Brownian motion.
(Z) Vortexes.

ANSWER: Y-BROWNIAN MOTION

CHEMISTRY; Multiple Choice: Crystals of ice are
	(W)	isometric.
	(X)	tetragonal.
	(Y)	hexagonal.
(Z) orthorhombic (pron: or’-tho’rom’bic).

ANSWER: Y—HEXAGONAL

EARTH SCIENCES; Multiple Choice:  Approximately how many known minerals are there on Earth?

(W) 400
(X) 2000
(Y) 4000
(Z) 10,000

ANSWER: Y--4000
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