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June 19, 2001

Invitation to Stakeholders
Wednesday, June 27, 2001
Multi-Party Stakeholder Meeting


To: All Interested Parties

ESBI Alberta Ltd. (EAL) is pleased to invite you to its second open forum on the development of its 2002 and 2003-200x tariffs.  This meeting is scheduled for Wednesday June 27, 2001 at the Ramada Hotel, from 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

At  this meeting EAL will address the undertakings provided at the April 23, 2001 meeting. Stakeholders had asked EAL to provide a complete list or “scorecard” of directives from the AEUB and the status of these directives.  In addition, EAL committed to developing a project plan and draft recommendations for addressing priorities that were identified by stakeholders at the April 23, 2001 meeting. This forum is an opportunity for you to express your views on the project plan and recommendations being proposed.

As you know, EAL is working towards achieving a negotiated settlement with respect to Phase 1 of our 2002 tariff.  This meeting is the second step in that process.  EAL believes that a successful negotiated settlement will benefit industry by eliminating the need for a long and resource-intensive hearing, which will save the industry time and money and enable each of us to focus on our core business of delivering benefits to customers.

In order to realize the most effective meeting possible, EAL would ask that you consider the letter sent to stakeholders on May 9, 2001.  We recognize that there are many complex issues currently facing transmission customers and that customers would like these issues resolved quickly.  The May 9, 2001 letter proposes a development schedule which will be discussed at the June 27 meeting.

Please review the attached list of directives, the priority list from the April 23 meeting, the general project plan and recommendations as to how these issues might be addressed.  At the meeting you will be asked to support the priority list, provide comments on the general project plans and commit time to work groups which will be established to address the priorities for the tariff applications.  EAL's aim is to reach negotiated settlements on as many issues as possible.  Where consensus cannot be achieved, reports outlining the process and the discussions will be prepared and submitted to the AEUB.

EAL has retained Greg Giesbrecht and Greig Sproule to facilitate this second meeting.  Greg and Greig have considerable experience in the areas of regulatory affairs, multi-party negotiation and group facilitation.  We are pleased to have their assistance and expertise throughout this negotiated settlement process.

We strongly encourage you to attend this meeting.  A draft agenda is attached.  Please confirm your attendance by RSVP to Debbie Nering at (403) 705-5210 or e-mail at debbie.nering@eal.ab.ca no later than Tuesday June 26, 2001.

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to working with you throughout the negotiated settlement process.

Yours truly,
TRANSMISSION ADMINISTRATOR OF ALBERTA


(sent via e-mail)


Randy Stubbings
Director, Regulation and Pricing
ESBI Alberta Ltd.
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