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Mariner Energy Enters Into Licensing Agreement for 3D Seismic Data in 
the Deepwater Gulf of Mexico 

Houston, TX –June 7, 2001 - Mariner Energy, Inc. today announced that it entered into an agreement with WesternGeco to license proprietary geophysical or geological data from WesternGeco's multi-client seismic library. The agreement permits Mariner to make bulk purchases of data licenses through December 31, 2004 from WesternGeco’s extensive Deepwater Gulf of Mexico database. The Company expects to acquire data covering approximately 1,000 blocks in several of the Deepwater Gulf trends targeted by Mariner. 

	Robert E. Henderson, chairman and chief executive officer, stated, "This agreement provides Mariner access to a significant database of recently acquired Deepwater Gulf 3D seismic data and greatly expands our 3D data inventory. We are excited about the agreement as it allows our talented geoscience staff to expand its successful program of generating and evaluating exploration and exploitation opportunities in Mariner’s Deepwater Gulf niche.” 

------------

Mariner Energy, Inc. is a Houston-based oil and gas exploration and production company with principal operations in the Gulf of Mexico and along the U.S. Gulf Coast.  The Company is majority owned by an affiliate of Enron North America Corp. which, along with a group of Mariner employees, provided equity financing for a management-led buyout in 1996.  Mariner has been an active explorer in the Gulf Coast area since the mid-1980s (initially as Trafalgar House Oil and Gas USA Inc. and then as Hardy Oil & Gas USA) and has successfully grown its production and reserve base through the drill bit.  Mariner is one of the most experienced independent operators in the Deepwater Gulf of Mexico, having operated nine field developments in the Deepwater Gulf since 1995.

This news release, along with previous news releases and a link to the Company’s filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission, can now be accessed over the Internet using its web site (www.mariner-energy.com). 

This news release contains statements regarding future financial performance and results and other statements which are not historical facts.  These constitute forward-looking statements which are subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially.  Such risks include, but are not limited to, oil and gas price volatility, results of future drilling, availability of drilling rigs, future production and costs and other factors described in the Company’s publicly available Securities and Exchange Commission filings.
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