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Redmond
builder
dies at 77

By Jenny Slater
The Bulletin

REDMOND — Robert Hayden
Watson, who built more than
25,000 homes across California,
Washington, Hawaii and Ore-

gon, died
| Thursday of

heart failure in

Redmond. He

was 77.
Watson
founded Hay-
den Homes, a
company  ex-
panding
across 21 com-
Robert Hayden - munities, 14
Walson'dled of years ago in
heart failure Redmond.
Thursday. Hayden
—————— Homes began

in  Redmond
by building affordable housing,
selling houses for about $49,000
each.

The houses were designed with
dimensions using materials effi-
ciently to keep scrap piles to a
minimum. b

The company has built more
than 2,000 houses — 400 of which
are in Redmond.

‘Watson’s career began shortly
after serving in the Army Air
Corps during World War IL
‘Watson left college at the Uni-
versity of the Pacific, in Stock-
ton, Calif., and his new wife, Vir-
ginia Carter, to go fight in the
war.

See Watson /BS
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Watson
Friends say he was
ahumble man
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After his service, Watson
worked his way through the
ranks of the real estate world,
eventually becoming a partner
in California. Watson assumed
akey role in building thousands
of post-war homes in southern
California,

He then served as president
of a land speculation company
called Louisiana Pacific Re-
sources. When he felt the econ-
omy begin to slow down in Cali-
fornia, Watson sold his land
and moved to Redmond, buying
land and beginning Hayden
Homes in 1989.

“He was very humble, and he
lived his life to help other peo-
ple achieve their successes,”
said Dennis Murphy, Hayden
Homes’ president,

Murphy credits Watson for
his own success.

“I'wouldn't be the person I am
today — and that’s just a small
part of the impact he had,” Mur-
phy said.

In 1992, the Redmond compa-
ny expanded and began build-

ing houses in Washington.

The company built on its last
lot in Redmond last year, and
now is building houses at Bro-
ken Top that sell for about
$275,000. Hayden Homes’ an-
nual gross revenue last year
was $40 million, but Murphy
said he wanted to see the com-
pany earn $100 million.

That number is now a goal
for Murphy and Watson’s son,
Hayden Watson, who is the
company’s CEO.

Murphy and Hayden Watson
have been friends since the
boys were 15. Murphy said he
considered the elder Watson a
second father to him.

. “Bob wanted it, and he was
always pushing us to go further
and further,” Murphy said.

‘Watson’s death is a sad event,
Murphy said, before getting on
a plane for Watson’s funeral in
California. The elder Watson’s
wisdom will be sadly missed, he
said.

“It's going to affect us, but it’s
not going to get in our way,” he
said. “The thing this does, is it
gives us the motivation to go out
and kick butt, and do it for
Bob.”

Jenny Slater can be
reached at 541-504-2336 or js-
later@bendbulletin.com.





