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MEMORANDUM	September 21, 200128 September, 2025

To:	Lighthouse Clients and Friends     

From:	Merribel S. Ayres and Tobyn Anderson

RE:	     Update II – Post-Terrorist Attack: Washington OutlookLegislative and Regulatory Outlook in Light of 
	Terrorist Attacks



In our continued efforts to keep clients and friends apprised of the outlook for legislative and regulatory action in light of the September 11th terrorist attacks, below find a brief update summary.

Legislative

As with last week, there is still no definitive word, particularly from the House and Senate Leadership, as to priorities for the remainder of the year beyond national security.  Unconfirmed scenarios, however, have surfaced.  In the Senate, one theory is that it will address required appropriations bills, plus an economic “stimulus” package, and then adjourn, perhaps as early as mid-October.  It is unclear what might be encompassed in an economic stimulus package, although energy industry incentives could well be part of the mix.  Capital gains reductions are also mentioned frequently. Details may begin to surface in the next few days.

So far, it appears that the House may be inclined to consider a broader agenda than the Senate scenario above.  Indeed, some of the House leaders have scoffed at the idea of an early adjournment.  

As if to confirm that thought, the House Energy and Commerce Committee Thursday resumed its hearing schedule on electric industry restructuring taking testimony from the four current FERC Commissioners and DOE Assistant Secretary Francis Blake.  Anecdotally, when Commissioner Linda Breathitt referenced a possible congressional adjournment in mid-October, Subcommittee Ranking Member Rick Boucher (D-VA) injected, “I wouldn’t count on that.”  

Many committee members commented in their opening statements that energy infrastructure issues are all the more important in light of last week’s attacks.  Referring to the need for large Regional Transmission Organizations (RTOs), FERC Chairman Pat Wood noted that “what was a good idea for promoting competitive markets ten days ago is imperative for a reliable national power grid today.”  

In related developments on the importance of energy infrastructure:

· Energy and Air Quality Subcommittee Chairman Joe Barton (R-TX) announced at the hearing that he plans to release a draft electric industry restructuring bill soon, perhaps early next week. 

· DOE Secretary Abraham has reportedly urged Republican members of the Senate Energy Committee to move a broad energy package, and he will apparently convene the same message to Committee Chairman Jeff Bingaman (D-NM).

· In the Senate, Sen. James Inhofe (R-OK), has submitted an energy bill (including drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge—ANWR), as an amendment to the Defense Department Appropriations Bill, although such a move appears to be at odds with the intention of the Senate Leadership.  


· On the gas side, several Members of Congress have cited the need for streamlined procedures for approval of a pipeline system for North Slope gas.

Regulatory

Although the Congressional agenda relative to energy may be uncertain for now, it appears that many of the regulatory bodies within the Executive Branch are determined to press forward.  Indeed, in meetings this week with one of our clients at the FERC, all of the commissioners emphasized that they are “open for business,” and intend to pursue their agenda.  As if to confirm that notion, we met representatives of prominent electric industry players entering the commissioners’ offices as we concluded our meetings.

“Client Meetings” in Washington

Lastly, understanding that many people are reluctant to travel at the moment, particularly by air, we also wanted to note that policymakers are receptive to innovative and alternative ways to communicate.  Lighthouse conducted meetings this week at the FERC by being present ourselves while adding our clients via teleconference.  FERC Commissioners were most appreciative of the approach and encouraged similar efforts going forward during this time of concern.

Lighthouse will continue to keep you posted as developments warrant.  Meanwhile, we welcome your inquiries or requests for additional detail.
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