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Mr. Richard Goddard, Portland General Electric 	Mr. Jerry Thale, Portland General Electric 
Ms. Lyn Williams, Portland General Electric	Mr. Phil Park, Power Exchange Corp.	
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Last year you were invited to attend a series of public meetings that dealt with the Operating Transmission Capability (OTC) of the West of Hatwai (WOH) cutplane.  The purpose of this letter is to keep you updated on the variety of actions Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) is taking to resolve the congestion problems associated with this cutplane. 

We have successfully upgraded the capacity on the path by 910 MW.  On December 14, 2001, BPA and Avista Corporation (Avista) filed their Spring Operating Studies with the Northwest Operational Planning Study Group (NOPSG.)  Those studies demonstrated that BPA had an OTC of 2800 MW across the cutplane.  This OTC was based largely on a stability-related limit of 610 MW on the federal hydro projects at Libby and Hungry Horse dams.  Additionally, improvements BPA has made to the federal system (listed below) have added approximately 300 MVA of capability to lines that affect the WOH cutplane.

** Note that all transmission line ratings are given for a 30° C ambient temperature **

North Lewiston--Walla Walla 115‑kV circuit #1
Improved from 320 A (63 MVA) to 660A (131 MVA)

Bell (Westside)--Grand Coulee 230‑kV circuit #4
	Improved from 1190 A (474 MVA) to 1420A (565 MVA)

Bell--Grand Coulee 230‑kV circuit #3 
	Improved from 1040 A (414 MVA) to 1400A (557 MVA)

This month we began to develop the summer studies that we will file with NOPSG on April 15, 2002.  BPA will continue to employ scheduling practices that maximize the flow across the cutplane and will continue to upgrade federal transmission in the area to support higher West of Hatwai flows.  Additionally, BPA has co-funded an upgrade study with Avista that will indicate improvements that can be made to increase thermal capability of lines on Avista’s 230‑kV system.  BPA is paying 50 percent of the cost of this study. 

BPA is also beginning the process that will lead to construction of a new 500‑kV transmission line from Bell Substation to Grand Coulee Substation.  In anticipation of constructing this project, BPA is planning to ask the Western Systems Coordinating Council (WSCC) to redefine the WOH cutplane and re-rate it on the assumption that the Bell-Coulee line is in place.  After the WSCC re-rates the path, we intend to proceed to binding arbitration to re-allocate the capacity between BPA and Avista.  This re-allocation will be effective when the upgrade is completed and in service.

Our intent is to make all of the above processes as public and informative as necessary.  If you need clarification or have any questions, feel free to contact me at 360‑418-8635.

Sincerely,

Robert D. King
Senior Account Executive
Transmission Marketing & Sales
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