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TO:	Transaction Finality Group

[bookmark: a2]FROM:	Gary Bachman
	Pat Godley

DATE:	August 9, 2001

[bookmark: a4]RE:	Draft Joint Stipulation of Issues



[bookmark: QuickMark]As promised, we are enclosing a preliminary draft of a Joint Stipulation of Issues.  As you recall, the Commission’s July 26 Order stated:

The [Northwest] proceeding is intended to facilitate development of a factual record on whether there may have been unjust and unreasonable charges for spot market bilateral sales in the Pacific Northwest for the period beginning December 25, 2000 through June 20, 2001.75/  The record should establish the volume of the transactions, the identification of the net sellers and buyers, the price and terms and conditions of the sales contracts, and the extent of potential refunds.   This will help the Commission to determine the extent to which the dysfunctions in the California markets may have affected decisions in the Pacific Northwest.  We also strongly encourage the parties to try to settle past accounts.
________________  
75/   December 25, 2000 is the earliest refund effective date the Commission could establish for Puget’s complaint regarding rates in the Pacific Northwest if the Commission determines that it is appropriate to deny Puget Sound’s motion to withdraw the complaint, and, further, to grant rehearing of the Commission’s previous determination not to set the complaint for hearing.

The attached draft attempts to rationalize the Commission’s directions.  It also reflects the fact that Judge Cintron failed to define “spot market” for purposes of the data collection exercise.  We should consider the pro’s and con’s of seeking an interlocutory order asking the Commission (among other things) to define “spot market” for the purpose of this proceeding.  One such defintiion would be:

“Spot Market” or “Spot Market Sales” means bilateral wholesale sales of electric energy for resale that are 24 hours or less, and that are entered into the day of delivery or the day prior to delivery, and (reflecting Pacific Northwest scheduling practices) prescheduled by as much as two days in advance of delivery over weekend and holiday periods.

Needless to say, otherwise, the parties and the proceeding really will be burdened with huge amounts of unnecessary data that cannot be compiled in the time mandated by the Commission.

We look forward to receiving your revisions and additions to the enclosed draft.
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