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LOS ANGELES -- Another day, another power emergency in California. 
The agency that manages electric power for California's largest utilities declared a ``stage two'' emergency -- as power reserves dropped below five per cent on Sunday. 
It's the seventh straight day of an electricity squeeze in California. 
Each day of the past week power reserves dropped below five per cent. 
On Thursday, reserves dipped below one and a-half percent, but blackouts were averted. 
A spokeswoman for the California Independent System Operator is urging residents to conserve electricity. 
Customers are asked to wait until after 7 p-m to turn on Christmas lights. 
The power crunch has been blamed on cold weather in the U-S Northwest, the shutdown of some generating plants for repairs or other reasons and the effects of utility deregulation in California. 
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