La Prensa, Editorial, 2/9/00

Transredes, respectful

With a respect that can only be commended, taking in consideration the characteristics of the oil spill disaster in the Desaguadero River, Mr. Steve Hopper, president of the Transredes Company, issued a communiqué yesterday to the Bolivian people.
Mr. Hopper not only regrets the accident, but also offers an explanation of everything that is being done to control the disaster’s effect on the environment, utilizing the best resources of the current technology.
In the report, distances and differences excepted, lies the disaster that occurred in Alaska when the supertanker Exxon Valdéz was ruptured, spewing thousands of tons of crude oil and damaging the rich environment with that beautiful flora and fauna, native to the cold climates of the Northern hemisphere.  At that time, the United States government was quick to assess penalties and demand from giant Exxon to do everything necessary to repair the loss.  We do not know with certainty what the result of the work that Exxon carried out subsequently has been, but if we abide by Mr. Hopper’s message, we can think that Transredes will do its best to mitigate the damages produced in the Desaguadero’s water and banks, with all the serious consequences it carries.
For our peace of mind, Transredes not only called in experts, but also our own entities such as Lidema and the UMSA to supervise the work.
Now the only thing left is to wait for the results of a task that will be enormous.  Having said that, we hope the commendable transparency of Mr. Hopper gives the result that we are all hoping for.

El Diario (Bolivia)
Front page, 2/9/00

Transredes mobilizes equipment to prevent contamination.

(Photo)

Cochabamba (Bolivia), February 8th.
Mr. Jorge Taborga, representative of Transredes international oil company, said today that the specialized equipment transfer to Lake Poopó in the department of Oruro has begun, in order to prevent environmental contamination by the crude oil spill.

Taborga said that a caravan of 16 high-tonnage trucks is transporting 54 tons of material and machinery to rehabilitate the Desaguadero River basin of La Paz and the waters of Lake Poopó.
He added that more than 120 officials and 150 technicians are working in the affected region.
An oil spill from the pipeline that transports crude oil to the Chilean city of Arica occurred last week in the Desaguadero River waters that flow to Oruro’s Poopó Lake (to the South).
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Damaged opening: 1-2 centimeters

Transredes: There is much to do in the regions affected by contamination

Cleaning of the oil spill is slow and complicated

The president of Transredes, Steve Hopper, said that the company is providing all possible assistance to the region affected by the oil spill from the Sica Sica – Arica pipeline. However, he acknowledged that there is still much to be done, according to the Energy Department’s press release.
“We are providing all local and international resources needed to mitigate the effects on the population and the environment; in spite of intense cleaning efforts, there is still much to be done,” confirmed Steve Hopper in a communication to the deputy minister of Energy and Hydrocarbons, Carlos Alberto Contreras.
The opening detected in the pipeline is 1 – 2 centimeters in diameter. The spill is less than originally reported.
The opening that caused the oil spill into the Desaguadero River has been repaired, the pipeline did not burst as was initially reported, according to the Department [of Energy and Hydrocarbons].

BAD WEATHER

He explained that the engineering team was recently able to detect what happened, after bad weather calmed down in the area and the Desaguadero River waters subsided. Engineers found that the pipeline opening is the size of a small 1-2 cm-coin in diameter. This segment of the pipeline will be replaced before beginning operations again.
Based on the knowledge of the opening, the spill is smaller than initially reported, the engineers explained. When operations begin again in the pipeline, the amount spilled will be discovered. 
The assistant minister of Energy and Hydrocarbons, through his Office of the Environment, has been tracking the steps taken with regard to the oil spill contingency in the Santa Cruz – Sica Sica-Arica pipeline.
Deputy Minister Contreras instructed Transredes to prepare a report specifying the causes, and prospects for mitigation measures.

HISTORY

The oil spill in the Santa Cruz Sica Sica – Arica pipeline was published by PRESENCIA last Tuesday, February 1, due to the critical report made by the French hydrobiological researcher Jean Gabriel Wasson, who reported on the contamination of the Desaguadero River waters.
The expert detected the spill on Sunday, January 30, near the banks of the Desaguadero River, some 100-km from the eponymous border town.
Wasson has been working at the Institute of Ecology of the University of San Andrés and discovered the disaster at 6:30 p.m. last Sunday. His pictures of the site were reproduced by PRESENCIA.
The scientist believes that there is a risk of formation and expansion of a “black mark” that could affect that wildlife and insects of the river as well as birds, livestock and vegetation of the area.
He also indicated the probability of the oil spot moving toward Lake Poopó.

[photo caption] There are doubts regarding the true situation of the oil spill in the Desaguadero River, Poopó and Uru Uru lakes.

[inset]
The Cleaning of the Uru Uru and Poopó lakes is a priority

The cleaning of the Uru Uru and Poopó lakes is a priority to reduce the damaging effects of the oil spill said Transredes.
In order to achieve the overlying objective, barriers are being raised to continue protection of the two lakes, states the company’s report.
In order to minimize the traces of the spill, experts from Garner, are working on the preservation of both lakes located in the province of Oruro, said the report from Transredes, indicating that more than 200 people are fighting the contamination.
Transredes is providing “all local and international resources needed to mitigate the effects on the population and the environment,” confirmed the president of the company, Steven Hopper, stressing that the cleaning efforts are being strengthened.

Presencia (La Paz)
Feb. 9, 2000
English translation

Preliminary Estimate

Oil Contamination Kills Livestock in Huancaroma

Fish to be Most Affected by Direct Water Contamination			
Huancaroma, Oruro

	Oil contamination had caused the death of three cows and two sheep as of yesterday in the Huancaroma area, leaving pastures blackened and alfalfa fields ruined in Tomás Barrón province, but it seems that fish will be the most affected by the ecological disaster.
	In reporting the results of the first assessment by Transredes, the pipeline operator, Kattia Akiyama, a veterinarian, confirmed the livestock deaths and mentioned that she had heard of two women who had been fishing and gotten sick, but not seriously.
	She did not elaborate on whether the livestock was contaminated or whether it was necessary to declare the area closed to prevent human health problems caused by eating contaminated meat.
	“No determination of risk can be made, because that depends on how much toxin an animal has ingested, but there probably is some risk,” Akiyama added.
	She confirmed that the animals showed symptoms of contamination and poisoning and said, “There is a little contamination in the Desaguadero River,” going on to say that the animals had probably been in a much more contaminated area and that that led to their deaths. “We didn’t do any tests because the animals had already been dead for several days,” she added.
	She said that other animals have diarrhea and others are drooling. “The livestock have symptoms of poisoning and bloody diarrhea, which could also be caused by other factors, but we are investigating,” said the veterinarian. She said no problems with birds have been reported.
	Another veterinarian said that people could bring in their sick animals in Huancaroma Thursday afternoon for a more complete evaluation.
	As far as fish are concerned, Akiyama said that farm animals would be treated first, and then attention would be given to fish. “I think the fish will be the most affected, because they have been directly contaminated by the water,” she said.
	She added that “Things that have already been poisoned will not recover, but the oil is being cleaned up. There will be positive results for sure.”
	A farmer from El Choro said that the oil had reached Las Vigiñas and covered the pastures, which are all black, but that Transredes personnel still had not done any inspection, and livestock and wildlife were the most affected at Lake Poopó.
	El Choro has three irrigation canal systems, and each system has six districts with 60 members each, he said with concern.

ULTIMA HORA		
La Paz, Bolivia 	
Wednesday, February 9, 2000

Compensation demanded from Transredes for damages caused by oil spill

Farmers affected by ecological disaster participate in protest march this Wednesday

The United Farm Workers Union of Oruro (FSUTCO) vows that the march held by the inhabitants of several communities in the department suffering the effects of the pollution will be massive, because at 10 days after the spill, oils residue have been found in the irrigation canals, which means that the area of the environmental damage is becoming larger.

[Summary of text]

Farmers are holding a protest march against Transredes because of the oil spill from the Sica-Sica to Arica oil pipeline.

The Farmers Union of Oruro called for the march because oil residue has been found in the irrigation canals. 

Almost 10 days
Since the moment of the oil spill due to the breakage of the pipeline, which happened 10 days ago, Transredes has not been available for consultation. The farmers called the march because several communities are feeling the effects from the spill. That was said by the Prefecture of the department, Carlos Borth.

Worries
One of the things that worries the rural residents most is the increase of contamination, because the oil has gotten into several irrigation canals. As a result, the oil will damage the crops, such as: potatoes, beans, quinua (cereal) and other crops. This will cause irreversible damage to the farmers, whose livelihood comes from these activities.

According to the Farmers Union, the protest march to be held on Wednesday will be massively attended, since several communities who have been affected by the oil spill are committed to march.

They say that the authorities do not know the extent of the damage

Civil organizations of Oruro announce lawsuit against Transredes
The Civic committee of Oruro will file suit against Transredes, so that the latter will be responsible for repairing the damages caused by the oil spill that took place more than a week ago, according to the Vice-president of the regional organization, Niver Montes.

One of the concerns is that the authorities do not have information about the precise extent of the damage.

There is no information about the amount of oil that has been spilled. All that is available is what Transredes communicated to the press, but a precise assessment has not been made.

Legal process
Because of the amount of time that has lapsed from the moment at which the accident took place and because of the serious nature of the damage in many rural communities, the Civic Committee has started legal proceedings.  They will hold Transredes responsible for the effects of this accident, according to Niver Montes.

[photo captions]
Several communities participated in the protest march

The Civic Committee will initiate legal proceedings against Transredes.
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Prefecture (Governor) Denies Reports

Kidnapping of Transredes Technicians Denied

	Carlos Börth, Prefecture of Oruro, denied reports yesterday that people from La Joya in southern Bolivia took two Transredes technicians hostage on Tuesday. Transredes is an oil company that is part of a U.S.-Bolivian consortium.
According to an international news agency, this action was taken by some fishermen and farmers from the area affected last week by the oil spilled into the Desaguadero River, the main river flowing into Lake Titicaca, which lies between Bolivia and Peru. The pollution is threatening certain endangered species of wildlife. But Börth denied these reports.

Compensation
	Enron and Shell, which are American companies, have a 51% interest in Transredes, the oil pipeline operator. Bolivians hold the remaining interest in the company.
	The oil has polluted some 150-km of the river and reached Lake Uru-Uru and Lake Poopó in the Andes, where wild ducks and flamingos live.
	The townspeople of La Joya, about 270 km south of La Paz, are claiming compensation and demanding repair of the pipeline, which was in bad condition, which caused the spill a week ago.
	“The situation has stabilized, but is not yet under control,” Börth added in a telephone call placed by AFP. It has not yet been possible to determine whether any foreigners are among the hostages.

Spill Estimates

	According to preliminary estimates by the Office of the Superintendent of Hydrocarbons of Bolivia, some 5,000 barrels of oil was spilled into the Desaguadero River.
	Torrential rains that lashed the area washed out the Cochabamba (center) Arica (Chile) Oil Pipeline, spilling a portion of the 26,000 barrels of oil. Five towns depend on the income earned by thousands of farmers from Lake Poopó and Lake Uru Uru.

Oruro Delegation Suspects Incorrect information

	La Paz (ANF). The Oruro parliamentary delegation suspects that a massive “misinformation” effort has been launched to confuse the citizens and public opinion about the main causes of the oil spill into the Desaguadero River.
	These claims were made by Óscar Salas Moya, chairman of the delegation, who publicly announced his concern over the contradictory information being spread about the largest ecological disaster that has occurred on the Bolivian altiplano.
	“It was officially announced that high water from torrential rains ruptured the pipeline. But Transredes (Enron) gave a conflicting version of the story, saying the rupture was probably caused by a 1- to 2-cm hole,” according to Fides News Agency (ANF).


La Razón, La Paz 
Feb. 9, 2000

OIL SPILL
Company begins removing oil with special equipment

Vice Ministers of the Environment and Hydrocarbons, the Prefecture of Oruro, Transredes, LIDEMA and the University of San Andres Ecology Institute met yesterday to coordinate the most effective actions for the area. 

Nine days have passed since the reconstituted crude was spilled in the Desaguadero River, and Transredes has just recently transported special equipment to the area and will begin removing the oil from the Uru Uru, Poopó and Soledad Lakes and the irrigation channels for the crops.

On January 30, the stretch of the Sica Sica – Arica pipeline that passes over the Desaguadero broke and spilled oil over the river’s basin, and the current carried it to other lakes, affecting over one million hectares of farm land.  Yesterday, Transredes and the Garner company transported special equipment (54 tons of material and machines) in 16 trucks to Lake Poopó (Oruro) in order to prevent environmental contamination, according to Jorge Taborga, company representative.

WHAT WERE THEY DOING UNTIL NOW?
Transredes says that it is working on five fronts: taking immediate action to correct problems and lessen the impact of the spill; providing support for the communities; conducting an investigation on the pipeline; repairing the pipeline; and coordinating efforts with government authorities and private agencies to implement medium- and long-term measures for the area.

Prefecture Borth, however, thinks that Transredes did little or nothing.  “According to reports from last Sunday, the company wasn’t implementing an actual contingency plan and all the corrective work was based on improvisation.” 

MEETING TO ADUST ACTIVITIES
So that everyone is on the same page, a meeting was held yesterday between the Assistant Ministers of the Environment and Energy, the Prefecture of Oruro, representatives from Transredes and the University of San Andres Ecology Institute, and the Environmental League (LIDEMA).

After the meeting, Borth said that all the reports and versions which the Prefecture had received were confirmed by Lidema and the Ecology Institute, and that the crude had contaminated over one million hectares in Oruro.

Transredes acknowledged the Prefecture’s study and the unanimous view of Lidema and the Ecology Institute that on-site work was poorly directed and inadequate.

WORK HARDER AND SMARTER
During the meeting, the Prefecture told Transredes that it should be working harder and directing the work better, defining its contingency plan more clearly and concentrating its resources.  Transredes agreed to improve its efforts with the equipment, material and personnel that arrived from the United States on Monday.

It was also made very clear that Transredes has to act to decrease the impact of the damages caused by the oil spill, correct the problems in the affected areas, and compensate the individuals, families and communities that were affected, said Borth. 

The problem with compensation for damages will be identifying and quantifying the affected parties, because everyone will want to receive something.  A registry will be drawn up for that purpose. 


GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES ACCUSE THE COMPANY OF MISINFORMING.

CIVIC COMMITTEE TO SUE TRANSREDES

Oruro  - The Civic Committee of Oruro will file a criminal suit against Transredes for contaminating the environment, according to the committee’s Vice Chairman, Niver Montes.  In a statement made yesterday, Montes indicated that the lawsuit will be filed within the framework of the Environmental Act, which fines those who contaminate water resources or other basic elements needed for the survival of other living beings, because actions to lessen the impact have been small scale up to now.

INSPECTION
A technical commission set up by the civic committee and headed by José Córdova, a Ph.D. in environmental science, will travel along the basin from the site of the rupture (Desaguadero River) to El Choro, determining the damage that has been done because Transredes was slow to react when the pipeline broke on Jan. 30. 

“Until two days ago, the oil was being collected in the most rudimentary manner, and they couldn’t prevent several watering places near La Joya from being affected,” he said, adding that oil stains have also been seen in places where cattle and sheep usually feed.

The technical commission is preparing a report on this fact.

MISINFORMATION

The parliamentary representatives from Oruro suspect that a massive campaign of “misinformation” has been set in motion to confuse public opinion and the citizenry on the main causes of the oil spill, according to a report from the ANF.

ANF President Oscar Salar Moya said, “it is official knowledge that heavy rains broke the pipeline, but now Transredes has come up with another version that claims the spill was caused by a two-centimeter wide hole.”

El Diario (La Paz)
February 9, 2000

President received distorted information on oil spill

The president of the Parliamentary Brigade of Oruro, Oscar Salas, assured that the government representatives who visited the area of the oil spill distorted the information to the president of the Republic, creating uncertainty within the Government.
He qualified this event as a natural disaster of great proportions due to the magnitude of the oil spill, which affects various towns that make their living from the bounty of the rivers affected by this accident and that the Head of State is unaware of this fact.
Due to the magnitude of the disaster, it is impossible to establish the approximate economic damage caused by the oil spill, said the official, adding that the cleanup of the affected rivers could last for an undefined period.
Also, he denied the statements of the president of Transredes, Steve Hopper, on the size of the oil spill in that area. Salas assured that it was not a matter of a hole the size of a coin and pointed out that the inhabitants of the Calacoto sector, where the rupture of the multipurpose pipeline was produced, warned the managers of the transnational company to review the settling of the pipeline; however, these requests were received with indifference, Salas maintained.

	Oscar Salas

COIPASA
Salas assured that the disaster could reach the salt flat of Coipasa if the rain continues falling throughout this sector. He explained that the rivers continue increasing their flow rate and could overflow their banks and reach the salt flat.
This concern was communicated to Transredes’ technicians, who promised to keep this from happening with the work begun in the area.
“Up to now the river is maintaining its course, but if the rains continue, the water will rise and could flow towards the salt flat, which would be a disaster,” he warned.

La Prensa (La Paz, Bolivia)
Business section, 2/9/00

CRUDE OIL: community residents will march today.

Mónica Saucedo, special envoy

The community residents of the area affected by the oil spill are desperate.  They want Transredes to listen to them and in their anxiousness, the residents of La Hoya have taken three technicians hostage to guarantee the solution of the environmental impact.

The opportune conversations and commitment assumed by Transredes to remediate the impact, led to the release of the three technicians, after three hours of being detained.  

Today, residents from 10 communities will march through the streets of Oruro.  In the town of Saucari, 1,500 families have been affected.  The community of Cercado is demanding seeds as compensation.  The impacted area is between 700,000 and one million hectares.

Three groups of physicians from La Paz will arrive today at the location, to care for and verify the symptoms of the residents in the affected districts, although until now there have been no cases of contamination in human beings.

However, two sheep have died due to the spill, and three cows are ill, according to foreign veterinarians in the area.  These professionals will remain in the country for one month.

CLEANING

The cleanup is arduous. Residents and soldiers sent by Civil Defense are doing the heaviest work and have been provided with special clothing – raincoats, gloves, glasses and hats – to prevent contamination.

Some 500 people have been deployed in the clean-up effort: 60 specialists from GARNER; 24 from Transredes; 50 in logistics, management and information coordination; 85 Army personnel assigned by Civil Defense; 64 persons from Serprac and 200 locals that have been hired as day workers. Another 300 locals will be hired by the weekend.

[Caption]  Cleaning up the Oil Spill

WORK AREAS

· The affected region has been divided into seven strategic areas stretching from the rupture site to Lake Uru Uru and Lake Poopó. A 10-km stretch is cleaned up each day.
· Transredes is bringing in water with 22 tanker trucks and distributing dry foodstuffs, such as rice, noodles and dehydrated foods to affected local residents. Soldiers doing heavy work are paid 32 bolivianos a day and locals are paid day wages ranging from 20 to 35 bolivianos a day.
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Protest demonstration will be carried out against Transredes.

Oruro, February 9.
Residents of El Chorro and other neighboring areas will carry out a protest demonstration today in this city against Transredes, because it caused a crude oil spill in the vicinity of Sica Sica and contaminated waters and soil of several areas, damaging crops and affecting cattle.

The demonstration will be carried out after 10:00 a.m., and the arrival of community residents from El Chorro, Poopó, Huancaroma, and other places has been announced, to repudiate the lack of seriousness and promptness to stop the contamination of water.

On the other hand, they said the company still has not shown evidence of the cutting-edge technology and North American technicians due to arrive in Oruro.

Representatives of the farmers determined petitioning the Nation’s Supreme Government in a plenary meeting, so that it would declare the Saucari Province a disaster zone. Community residents affirm that in the province more than 200,000 heads of cattle exist, that were affected by the contamination, and an equal fate for the crops.

WATER
On their part, Transredes personnel transported water from the city to the affected areas during the last few days. Transportation of the liquid was complied with last Saturday, and continued up to Monday.

The water in Oruro is sold by the Servicio Local de Acueductos y Alcantarillado SELA-Oruro [Oruro’s Water and Sewage Service], whose representatives said they would sell approximately 10,000 liters of drinking water to the affected areas.
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Transredes’ contingency plan

· Dispatch of reconstituted crude oil to Arica was ordered on January 31, after becoming aware of the event. [*Translator’s note – this sentence doesn’t sound correct.  Perhaps the person who wrote the original Spanish meant to say that the” dispatch of oil was stopped… after becoming aware of the event”.] 
· On January 31st at 6 in the morning, the company began the mobilization in the area, although hindered by rain, and at 6 p.m., it identified the spill and put the emergency plan into action.
· Blockage of the spill was carried out.
· It did begin to send supplies to the affected area on January 31st at 19:00 hours.  At 23:15 hours of the same day, a LED twin motor airplane was dispatched to the city of La Paz, loaded with 45 meters of floating booms to contain the oil.
· Immediately after, an air and land supply line was established.
· On February 1, 2000, the mitigation with the material received and the personnel contracted in the area for support tasks, was fulfilled.  The number of persons working after 48 hours was 160.
· The Garner Company from the United States of America, specialized in oil spill remediation in bodies of water, was contracted.
· More than 50 technicians worked in the restoration, and 50 military officers also coordinated actions with Defensa Civil [Civil Defense].
· Since Saturday, February 5th, an interdisciplinary team from the Instituto de Ecología de la Universidad Mayor de San Simón [sic] carried out a probe to determine the magnitude of socio-environmental damages.
· Transredes established contacts with the Líder en la Defensa del Medio Ambiente (LIDEMA) [Environmental Defense Leader], for them to supervise the actions to be executed in favor of biodiversity.
MATERIAL TRANSPORTED IN SUPPLY LINES
· 150 pieces of absorbent pads
· 80 pieces of absorbent rolls
· 200 17” x 19” absorbent mats
· 1,800 absorbent mats
· 800 kgs. of peat sorbent
· Helmets, boots, goggles, tents, raincoats, gloves, flashlights, safety clothing, life jackets
· 1.46 meters of pipe
· 37 jet fuel drums
· 700 square meters of geomembrane for recovery pits
· 10 cellular phones
· 2 satellite phones
GROUPS ORGANIZED BY TRANSREDES
There are five distinct areas
· Remediation
· Support to the communities
· Investigation of the event
· Pipeline repair
Coordination with authorities and NGO’s
