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DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTIES
AND LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

THERE ARE NO UNDERSTANDINGS, AGREEMENTS, REPRESENTATIONS, OR WARRANTIES, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OTHER THAN THOSE SPECIFICALLY SET OUT IN ANY EXISTING CONTRACT BETWEEN THE PARTIES REGARDING THIS EQUIPMENT. ANY SUCH CONTRACT STATES THE ENTIRE OBLIGATION OF SELLER. THE CONTENTS OF THIS DOCUMENT SHALL NOT BECOME PART OF OR MODIFY ANY PRIOR OR EXISTING AGREEMENT, COMMITMENT, OR RELATIONSHIP.
The information, recommendations and descriptions in this document are based on Siemens Westinghouse's experience and judgment with respect to this equipment's operation and maintenance. THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED AS ALL INCLUSIVE OR COVERING ALL CONTINGENCIES. If further information is required, Siemens Westinghouse Power Corporation should be consulted.
NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR MERCHANTABILITY, OR WARRANTIES ARISING FROM THE COURSE OF DEALING OR USAGE OF TRADE, ARE MADE REGARDING THE INFORMATION, RECOMMENDATIONS, OR DESCRIPTIONS CONTAINED HEREIN.  In no event will Siemens Westinghouse be responsible to the user in contract, in tort (including negligence), strict liability or otherwise for any special, indirect, incidental, or consequential damage or loss whatsoever, including but not limited to damage to or loss of use of equipment, plant, or power system; cost or capital; loss of profits or revenues; cost of replacement power; additional expenses in the use of existing power facilities; or claims against the user by its customers, resulting from use of the information, recommendations, or descriptions contained herein.


TA2000-007

1.	REASON FOR advisory
The purpose of this Urgent Technical Advisory is to advise of the need for more frequent inspections of W501F Row 2 Turbine Blades. These recommendations are in addition to those inspection intervals specified in Service Bulletin 36803 “Combustor Turbine Maintenance and Inspection Intervals.”


NOTICE AND WARNING:

FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE RECOMMENDATIONS AND ADVICE MAY RESULT IN SERIOUS LOSS OR DAMAGE TO THESE PRODUCTS AND OTHER EQUIPMENT.  THE RECOMMENDATIONS AND ADVICE GIVEN IN THIS ADVISORY ARE INTENDED TO ENHANCE THE AVAILABILITY, OPERABILITY, AND USEFUL LIFE OF THE SIEMENS WESTINGHOUSE PRODUCTS REFERENCED. 


Cracking and/or indications of cracking have been observed on some Row 2 turbine blades in W501F units.  The cracks and indications appear to emanate from the trailing edge and are primarily concentrated within one inch of the platform.  However, there have been cracks and indications found at heights over four inches from the platform.  In one instance, the cracking resulted in the separation of one blade just above the platform, which caused a forced outage and down-stream hardware damage.

Based upon the analysis of the cracks and indications identified, their associated intervals of operation, and the investigation to date, more frequent inspections of Row 2 turbine blades are being advised per this document.  Siemens Westinghouse is continuing further investigations on the issue and may revise this Urgent Technical Advisory, as more data becomes available. 
	
2.	Technical Recommendation 
Row 2 turbine blade trailing edges (either in-situ or with blade removed) must be properly inspected within the lesser of the first 4,000 Equivalent Baseload Hours (EBH) or 400 Equivalent Starts (ES) of a new blade or newly refurbished blade.  Blades, which have already operated beyond this interval, must be immediately properly inspected.  After this initial inspection, blades must be properly inspected with subsequent intervals not to exceed the lesser of 1,000 EBH or 100 ES thereafter.  EBH and ES must be calculated per Service Bulletin 36803. 


Inspection Details:
· Contact your Siemens Westinghouse Combustion Turbine Project Manager, Field Sales office or Service representative to arrange for inspections.
Inspection of Replacement Parts:
· If blades require replacement, it is recommended that the replacement blades be inspected prior to installation. Contact your Siemens Westinghouse Combustion Turbine Project Manager, Field Sales office or Service representative to determine the applicability of this TA for the replacement parts.
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