Retail Electric Competition has Arrived: N.H. Consumers Utilities Cooperative to Sell Power Below Standard Offer to NH Electric Coop Customers 

Warner, N.H., Sept. 8 (News Release) 
Consumers Utility Cooperative (NHCUC), announced today that it has money saving electric power for sale for all commercial, industrial, residential ratepayers, both large and small in New Hampshire Electric Cooperative (NHEC) territory below the 5.628 cents per kwh standard offer price. 
"Today, we can beat the standard offer price of 5.6 cents per kilowatt hour for all business, and institutional ratepayers , large and small, in New Hampshire Electric Cooperative territory. Right now we can save money for all those in the NHEC commercial rate classes (G, GDEM, and PG). " NHCUC, a non-profit member owned cooperative aggregator, has found competitive power suppliers that can beat the just increased NHEC transition service rate of 5.6 cents per kilowatt hour that will be in effect until May 31, 2001. 
"This isn't a theory. Today we can sell power to businesses and institutions at a savings,"said NHCUC Board member Kurt Ehenberg of Rye. "We are working hard on being able to offer power to residential customers in the near future." 
According to NHCUC, their coop has several advantages over other marketers: 
* NHCUC pioneered sales of competitive electric power in N.H. In 1999 when regulations allowed NHCUC sold power to about 400 residential members in the Charlestown -Acworth N.H.area. 
* NHCUC has help craft the rules for competition in the interest of all ratepayers. NHCUC's intervention at the at the NH Public Utilities Commission was instrumental in gaining the right for ratepayers to buy power during the 2000-2001 transition period whenever competitive market rates were below transition service price. And, in addition. NHEC customers may return to transition service without penalty if it becomes economically beneficial. 
*NHCUC is non-profit and run by its members on the basis of one-member, one vote. NHCUC's purpose is meeting the needs of its members, not maximizing profit. 
* NHCUC's staff allies and associates are innovators and pioneers who have fought long for retail competition,lower rates and clean power. NHCUC's co-founder and Director of Cooperative Development Roy Morrison developed the concept and worked on crafting the legislation that became the NH Municipal Aggregation law RSA 53:E. James Rodier who represents NHCUC at the N.H. PUC and is advising NHCUC on aggregation and power purchases, successfully challenged in the landmark Freedom Electric case the exclusive franchise of Public Service company and removed a fundamental obstacle in the way of electric competition. 
*NHCUC is not tied to a single power supplier but will take advantage of power market opportunities as they present themselves in the interest of its members. NHCUC in the interest of its members will partner with a range of competitive suppliers. NHCUC is exploring innovative cooperative approaches for the development and sale of photovoltaics and other renewable power sources. "Right now we can offer savings for commercial, industrial and institutional rate payers in NHEC territory. This is just the start. . We're N.H. residents. We're in this for the long haul" Those interested in contacting the NHCUC can call 603-746-6474 or go towww.energycoop.org on the web. 

