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JAY H. COOKINGHAM

EDUCATION

South Texas College of Law								Houston, Texas
	J. D. (cum laude) received 8/86

State University of New York at Albany						Albany, New York
	M. B. A. received 5/77; Concentration in Finance

University of Virginia									Charlottesville, Va.
	B. A. received 5/75; Major in Chemistry

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

 	Drafted and negotiated hundreds of asset sales transactions including pipelines, producing and non-producing reserves, processing plants, and related oil and gas or pipeline property;  Performed buyer’s and seller’s due diligence and title review

 	Draft/Negotiate/Review transactions and contract matters for natural gas and oil marketing, transportation, exchange, processing and purchasing; exploration/production transactions (JVs, OAs, service contracts, etc); and general business and commercial matters (marketing, corporate, construction, real estate/leasing, etc)
       	
 	Represent or advise clients in federal, state and local regulatory issues (most notably FERC, Dept. of Energy, Texas Railroad Commission, etc.)

 	Advise clients in land, title and right-of-way matters, including preparation of title opinions or supplements, negotiation of surface damages, drafting documents, and leasing and right-of-way acquisition

 	Represent clients in commercial and oil & gas litigation, including contract claims, royalties, torts, and other disputes

 	Managed Mobil Oil Corporation's effort to divest its non-core properties, including 2 interstate pipelines, 3 intrastate pipelines, 1 condensate pipeline, various gathering systems, 3 marine bases and other facilities (over $50MM in assets)  

 	Responsible for business development on pipelines averaging 300 MMCFD/5 TBD; Supervise the gas control and contracting operations;  Budget and plan for operations with annual expenses over $10MM

 	Directed the successful FERC deregulation filings for 2 interstate pipelines; Responsible for Order 636 compliance for interstate pipelines; Supervise the FERC and state compliance effort for 2 interstate and 3 intrastate pipelines

 	Managed the gas pipeline and internal sales accounts (275 MMCFD); Negotiated settlements under traditional sales contracts with 3 pipelines that netted $1.1MM

 	Transportation and exchange experience with all natural gas pipelines in the eastern U.S., including acquisition and management of over 180 MMCFD of firm transport capacity on  pipelines such as Tennessee, Columbia and United, and negotiation of rates and services on interstate and intrastate pipelines transporting an average of 500 MMCFD of gas

 	Worked with pipelines and distribution companies to put together gas sale/transport packages to compete with alternative fuels; Negotiated connections to wells and various end-use facilities; Lead market planning for gas development project teams; Efficiently utilized nearly $2MM in transportation bank credits over a two year period

 	Designed Mobil's natural gas state regulatory agency program directed toward increasing Mobil's marketing opportunities with local distribution companies and end-users; Participated in state regulatory proceedings and worked with state legislative and agency officials in CA, NY, IL and others; Eliminated $0.34/MCF rate adder for California-produced gas; Represented Mobil on Natural Gas Supply Association committee
 	Worked with DOE, FERC and U.S. Customs to obtain permission and maintain regulatory compliance for natural gas import/export with Canada and Mexico;  Participated in FERC pipeline rate cases and settlements

 	Chaired Natural Gas Supply Association task force in attempting to get the FERC and related government agencies to eliminate and/or simplify regulatory requirements

 	Formulated a contractual claim for $50 MM in underpayments from a pipeline utilizing little-known FERC rules; Obtained authorization for abandonments and spot gas resales in coordination with Mobil's direct gas marketing effort;  Successfully rebutted several FERC pricing audits and requests for up to $11MM in refunds

 	Developed an aggressive company stance on percentage depletion allowance and windfall profit tax credits for natural gas that resulted in over $6 MM in savings over two years

WORK EXPERIENCE

Law Offices of Jay H.  Cookingham  2/96-present				Houston, Texas

Mobil Oil Corporation 1/85-2/96							Houston, Texas                

The Superior Oil Company	10/83-1/85						Houston, Texas

Michigan Wisconsin Pipe Line Company (ANR) 2/82-10/83		Houston, Texas
	
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission	10/77-2/82				Washington, D. C.
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