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My fellow Californians, I'm Assemblyman Bill Campbell. I represent Republicans in your state legislature. 

I am speaking to you today on a matter of great urgency. 

Earlier today, myself and my Republican colleagues formally asked Governor Gray Davis to call an emergency session immediately to address the skyrocketing cost of natural gas in California. 

All across California, businesses and families are feeling the pain of higher natural gas bills. 

These high natural gas bills are hurting family budgets and slowing economic growth. 

They are hurting our farmers and ravaging our school budgets. 

These high gas bills are even driving up the price of electricity. 

The situation is grave and will get even worse if we don't call an emergency session now. 

An emergency session will allow lawmakers to act swiftly to head off the crisis. 

And an emergency session will send a strong signal to California families and businesses that we are committed to finding a solution.

As you are aware, for the past several weeks, the Governor and the legislature have struggled to find solutions to our multi-billion dollar electricity crisis. 

We have struggled in large part due to the fact that the Governor waited too long to call an emergency session on the electricity crisis. 

We cannot afford to make the same mistake twice. 

California has a shortage of natural gas and everyone watching is paying for it - paying through the roof. 

It is critical that Governor Davis call an emergency session so we can move the natural gas crisis to the front burner. 

Californians cannot afford to wait any longer. 

Thank you, and good night. 
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