Resource Data International, Inc.    RDi
Natural Gas Forecasting Sessions using GPCM

RDI and RBA Consulting are teaming up again to provide a user forum for the GPCM natural gas forecasting system.  Two new breakout sessions are being scheduled from 2pm to 5pm on Wednesday May 17th and Thursday May 18th.  These sessions are designed as highly interactive workshops that will allow users of GPCM and GASdat to maximize their productivity with the GPCM system.  These session will also provide an opportunity for an in depth discussion on the modeling methods with RDI, RBAC, and fellow users of GPCM. Sessions will be led by Michael F. Farina from the RDI gas consulting group and Dr. Robert E. Brooks, president of RBA Consultants and the designer of the GPCM gas market model.  

Both session will begin with a brief discussion of the GPCM system, and then move to advanced user issues.  The Wednesday session will focus on gas transmission issues and modeling.  The Thursday session will cover gas supply and demand analysis.  A detailed description of session topics follows: 

GAS TRANSPORTATION MODELING – Wednesday May 17th Session
· With FERC Order 637 understanding the value of capacity along various pipeline segments has become even more important.  Lifting of the price caps in the capacity release market will necessitate changes the shape of gas transportation discounting algorithms in the model. Understand how best to model these changes in your own analysis.  We will spend time discussing how to define full and zero discount quantities that are critical to your basis forecasts, along handling other rate structure changes like seasonal rates.
· Handling pipeline capacity expansion in the long term can be tricky at best.  Learn techniques for understand where it makes sense to add capacity based on simplified analysis of project economics.  Also learn the best methods for estimating pipeline capacity using data in RDI’s GASdat or by simple hydraulics calculations.

GAS SUPPLY AND DEMAND MODELING - Thursday May 18th Session
· The gas reserve base, drilling activity, and industry investment all interact to define productivity from the wellhead.  RDI and RBAC will provide insights on how to revise and refine supply curve estimates using data industry data and the new isogram feature in GPCM.

· Learn the econometric techniques and other methods used to forecast residential, commercial and industrial gas demand and how to use those within the GPCM demand curves.

Graphing gpcm results using powermap
· Mike Farina will show you how RDI uses PowerMap to help visualize results from a GPCM run, including flows and prices, as well as inputs such as tariffs and capacities.  We will schedule this session on Wednesday or Thursday, based on a survey of attendees.

INDIVIDUAL SESSIONS WITH DR. BROOKS
· As we did last year, we will be setting aside time for individual working sessions with Bob Brooks.  If you want to schedule such a session, let him know what times you will have available before the conference so that he can schedule it.

SPECIAL BONUS:
All GPCM session attendees will receive a personal zip disk or CD with the latest RDI GPCM database, handy spread sheet tools and data for customizing your GPCM forecasts.

We look forward to seeing you at the conference!



Michael F. Farina
RDI Consulting
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