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QUEBEC CITY, Oct 13 (Reuters) - Deregulation of electricity markets around the world has been a failure and providing power should be considered an essential service, not a commodity, international energy unions said on Friday.

Gathered in Quebec City for the world's first International Energy Union Forum, more than 50 labour union representatives from 10 countries painted a somber portrait of the state of deregulated power markets. 

The forum was held at the same time as an international meeting of some of the world's largest power producers in Quebec City, which was attended by executives from Hydro-Quebec, Ontario Power Generation, Edison International, Electricite de France (EDF), ENEL (Italy), RWE (Germany) and Japanese groups TEPCO and Kansai.

The unions said the 1990s deregulation of electricity markets around the world has had a highly negative impact, especially in several Latin America countries.

"The record of the deregulation is catastrophic. The population is suffering from the repercussions of the privatisation of electricity," said Richard Perreault, president of a union representing Hydro-Quebec workers.

The unions said deregulation had resulted in a loss of jobs at utilities, power failures and higher electricity bills.

"The opening of markets led to budget cuts and many job losses," said Perreault.

He said Hydro-Quebec, North America's largest power utility, had cut its workforce from 30,000 in 1995 to 19,800 this year. In Germany, the number of jobs in the industry has decreased by about 30 percent since deregulation was introduced, he added.

"Electricity is just a business today," Perreault said.

The unions said electricity should be put on the same footing as air and water, a natural resource and essential public service, and not a traded commodity. They also said electricity should not be regulated by the World Trade Organisation.

"Energy must remain accessible to the world's population," Perreault told Reuters. "Power companies must win back the confidence of the people." 
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