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TITLE
SubtitleAppeals Court Modifies Its Ruling on 2003 Prozac Patent 
Company To Seek Legal Review 


A three judge panel of the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit in Washington, D.C., has modified its earlier decision regarding Eli Lilly and Company's (NYSE: LLY) 2003 Prozac patent.  On August 9, 2000, the court found the 2003 patent invalid for double patenting. The court has now vacated the August decision but has again ruled, using a different type of analysis, that the 2003 patent is invalid for double patenting.    

Lilly had filed a petition on  
October 6, 2000, asking the court to rehear the case, which involves a dispute between Lilly and Barr Laboratories over patents held by Lilly for the antidepressant medicine Prozac®.


"We disagree with the appellate court's revised ruling as strongly as we disagreed with the original decision of the court," said Rebecca O. Kendall, Lilly senior vice president and general counsel.  "We will continue to vigorously pursue the legal options available to us by now seeking a legal review of this decision.  We are carefully studying the options for legal review, which include seeking a rehearing en banc or a review by the United States Supreme Court." said Rebecca O. Kendall, Lilly senior vice president and general counsel.  

.
  
[Taurel quote]
[Insert Text Here]




Lilly, a leading innovation-driven corporation, is developing a growing portfolio of best-in-class pharmaceutical products by applying the latest research from its own worldwide laboratories and from collaborations with eminent scientific organizations. Headquartered in Indianapolis, Ind., Lilly provides answers – through medicines and information – for some of the world's most urgent medical needs. Additional information about Lilly is available at .


Safe Harbor Language if Necessary ( in this font size )This release contains forward-looking statements regarding the U.S. Prozac patent litigation.  These statements are based on management's current expectations, but actual results may differ materially. In particular, there is no assurance that the Federal Circuit or U.S. Supreme Court will review the case, and there is no assurance that if reviewed, the decision would be overturned.  For more information on the factors that may affect the company's business, see Exhibit 99 to the company's Form 10-K dated March 2001.
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Evista® (raloxifene hydrochloride, Lilly)                              
Gemzar® (gemcitabine hydrochloride, Lilly)
Humalog® (insulin lispro, Lilly)
Prozac® (fluoxetine hydrochloride, Dista)                                   Footnote Examples
ReoPro® (abciximab, Centocor, Lilly)
Zyprexa® (olanzapine, Lilly)
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