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Peter Hain
New Energy Minister

Peter Hain was appointed Minister for Energy on 25 January 2001

Hain has long been associated with the Labour left. Despite rising through the government ranks, he has managed to keep his reputation as something of a "one man think-tank," particularly on economic policy issues (where he has a strongly Keynesian and interventionist background) and the reform of government.   Having been a well known Liberal party firebrand in the 1970s, he switched to Labour in 1977, and became an ally of Robin Cook on the Labour left.  He entered Parliament, as MP for Neath, in a 1991 by-election. He did not become a shadow spokesman until 1996, when he took on a junior employment brief. 

His early years in politics reveal something about his underlying views on energy policy issues. In 1988, he attacked Labour's policy on nuclear power, criticising Neil Kinnock for allowing Jack Cunningham to use his constituency interests to backtrack on Labour's policy of phasing out the nuclear power stations, a policy to which Hain was deeply committed.  In 1994, while still a Labour backbencher, he introduced a private member's bill to increase democratic control over the utility regulators, whom he described as autocratic and unaccountable.  The role of regulators has certainly been a strong economic policy interest, albeit with a greater focus on telecommunications issues than on energy. In 1995, he opposed the break up of British Gas, which he said was a "vast leap in the dark.."  

He became an Opposition Whip in 1996. After the 1997 election, he was appointed to the Government as Parliamentary under-secretary of state for Wales. He was one of the few Welsh Labour MPs who enthusiastically threw his weight behind the Government's Welsh devolution programme.  He has been a Minister at the Foreign Office since 1999, and is strongly associated with international environmental issues and climate change. As his appointment is very much a sideways move, he may have been moved from the Foreign Office because of the new US presidency and his record as a member of CND and opponent of 'Star Wars'.

Neil Williams
25 January 2001
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