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SAN FRANCISCO (AP) - Pacific Gas and Electric Co . is letting some of its biggest customers avoid future blackouts by agreeing to make measurable cutbacks in their power usage when the power company asks. 
PG&E has begun signing customers up for the program that has been around since the 1980s, but has had little advertisement and no takers. 
The program got its first two participants last month, after rolling brownouts in the San Francisco Bay area cut off power to about 100,000 customers during a June heatwave. Rolling brownouts happen when the company has to cut power to customers temporarily because there is not enough energy to meet the demand. 
The opportunity to participate is not offered to small businesses or individuals. That aspect has led to some concern. 
"To get an absolute right not to be blacked out is a bit much," said Loretta Lynch, president of the state Public Utilities Commission. 
Lynch has said she will examine the blackout plans. The PUC and state attorney general's office are investigating the electric industry, as prices rise and blackouts become more of a threat. 
The California Independent System Operator, the agency that orders blackouts, estimates that California faces a 25 percent chance of rotating outages before the end of summer. 
Who would face a blackout varies. Some downtowns, such as those of San Francisco and Oakland, have been promised freedom from blackouts, while others, such as Sacramento's, have not. People who live near a hospital or sewage treatment plant face less of a chance of getting blacked out than those who do not. 
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