
…..Let the kids know that Broomball will be coming up not this Friday, but next Friday night, October 13.  Make sure you make a note of it on your calendar so you can be there as well.  It’s a great chance for you to get to play with the teens.
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Measuring Success As Jesus Did: 
Downward Mobility
 
Session focus: The aim of this discussion is to allow your NEON group to consider these key questions:
· What does it mean for a Christian to “get ahead” in life?
· What kind of example did Jesus set for us in the way he spent time with people and in the way he treated them?
· How does a Christian follow Jesus’ example by learning to value the privilege of being last?

Biblical basis: Matthew 4:23-25; Mark 9:33-35; Luke 19:1-9; John 4:4-42

APPROACH
…..Tonight you might want to tell your teens that you are going to shake up your routine, and begin with some icebreaker/discussion followed by what ordinarily might be your ending activities (i.e. prayer requests, etc) and snack time.   Or you might want to have something warm (i.e. warm cookies or brownies) to validate having snacks early instead of late.  In either case, you’ll want to have something snack wise that’s a little different from the usual.

After the group is settled into the living room, make the following announcement:  “(NEON leader), has make a special snack for us tonight and has a plate full of the goodies inside the kitchen.  Unfortunately there isn’t a whole lot, so the last one there is out of luck.” 

This ought to send your group into the kitchen for the snacks, hopefully with some scrambling to get there first.   When they reach the NEON leader who’s holding the plate, they will discover that you have placed a sign on top of the munchies that reads, “Reserved for the person who’s out of luck.”  Give the plate to the last person who arrives.  Hopefully they’ll share the goodies with the rest of the group.

…..After the snacks have been polished off, move the kids back into the living room.  When everyone is back in, ask:

· Can you think of any other games or situations in which it pays to be last?
 
Introduce today’s session topic by saying: What we’ve experienced tonight is something the world would either call strange or unfair.  Many people in the world operate under the belief that you win at all costs…  that those who come in last are losers.  

Tonight, we’re going to look at some really radical things Jesus has to say to us about first and last place.  In fact, we’re going to see that Jesus encourages his followers to strive for last place.  

BIBLE
…..Have your NEON group turn to Mark 9:33-35 and ask a volunteer to read this passage aloud.  Lead your group in a discussion of these verses by using some questions like these:

· What do you think Jesus is trying to teach us in these verses?

· What does Jesus mean by “the very last” or “the servant of all”?

· What kind of attitude does it take to live the way Jesus describes in this passage?  How would living this way be shown in our daily actions? 

· How did Jesus “practice what he preached” in these verses?

…..Get a few responses to the last question and then have another volunteer read Matthew 4:23-25 to the group.  Ask:

· Based on this passage, if you were describing the people who followed Jesus, would you say they were “first types” or “last types”?

· What do you think “normal” people thought of the people Jesus spent his time with?  

· What do you think it was about Jesus that appealed to hurting and lonely people?

…..Ask a volunteer to read Luke 19:1-9 aloud to the rest of the group.  Then get some responses to these questions:

· Describe the person Jesus chose to spend time with here… was he a “first type” or a “last type”?

· How did the people respond when they saw where Jesus was going?

· How do you suppose Zacchaeus felt?

· How did Zacchaeus’ life change as a result of Jesus’ visit?

…..Read John 4:4-42 to your group.  Then ask: 

· Describe the person Jesus chose to spend time with in this passage… was she a “first type” or a “last type”?

· How did the disciples respond when they saw who Jesus was talking to?

· How do you suppose the woman felt?

· What difference do you think Jesus made in this woman’s life?

CONCLUSION
…..Wrap up this session by sharing the following with your NEON group using your own words: Based on the Scriptures we’ve studied tonight,  what is something you could do tomorrow to follow Jesus’ example about being last in order to be first?   Where would you spend your time?  How would you spend your time?  With whom would you spend your time? 

Follow-up on the group’s responses by asking:

· If we really want to be followers of Jesus, to live the way he did, where does that mean we’ll be spending our time… with people who are “first types” … or those who the world views as “last types”?

Close with prayer, reminding your kids that, in a sense, Jesus was a “loser.”  That’s certainly how he appeared on the cross.  Yet God exalted Jesus to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, “that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth.”

Next Week: Finish Strong
