

TALK ABOUT THIS TONIGHT!  Broomball is this Friday night, October 13, 11:00-12:15, at the Willowbrook Aerodrome.  Teens need to meet and be picked up at the Aerodrome.  Tell you kids to invite their friends!  Cost is $5.00 (Nothing for you as leaders—you’re needed and it’s a blast).
 
Lesson 4 of 4                                                                            October 11, 2000

Measuring Success As Jesus Did: 
Finish Strong!


 
Session focus: The aim of this discussion is to allow your NEON group to answer these key questions:
· What is perseverance?
· What kind of example did Jesus set for us in persevering in spite of the obstacles he faced?
· How can followers of Jesus persevere and be successful in the Christian race?

Biblical basis: Matthew 4:1-11; 12:1-14; 26:36-45, 47-50; 27:45-46; Luke 22:54-62; Hebrews 12:1-3


APPROACH
…..Do you or one of your co-leaders have some talent or ability, either of a serious nature (i.e. playing a musical instrument) or of a frivolous nature (i.e. juggling, a yo-yo trick, spin or palm a basketball, etc.)?  I’m sure your first response is you’ve got nothing, but think hard.  I’m sure that if you don’t have some legitimate ability, then there’s probably some goofy thing that you can do that not everybody can do immediately.  If you absolutely come up blank, does one of your teens?  What you need is someone with a skill or ability that took some practice to master.

Let whoever has this ability demonstrate it to the group, and let them try to teach the group in five minutes or less how to do it.  Let the talented person emphasize the patience and perseverance it takes to achieve this ability, and then let some of the teens try their hand at it.  They should discover the meaning of patience and perseverance as they attempt whatever feat someone else has spent some time to acquire.

Introduce the topic of discussion by saying: If you want to (the ability) well, you have to be able to persevere through the difficulties and frustrations.  The same is true with living the Christian life.  If we want to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, we will have to persevere through many frustrations and difficult times.   If you haven’t already figured it out… tonight we’re going to be discussing the importance of perseverance in the life of a follower of Jesus. 



BIBLE
…..Lead into the Bible study by having your group share responses to these questions:

· What are some of the good things about being a follower of Jesus?  For those of you who are Christians, what is it that keeps you going day-in and day-out?

· If you were to make a list of complaints that you had about being a follower of Jesus, what would some of those be?

· We’ve talked about some of the things that followers of Jesus have to endure.  What are some things that Jesus had to endure during his time here on earth? 

…..Assign six volunteers one of the following passages and then have them read their passage aloud to the rest of the group.

· Matthew 4:1-11
· Matthew 12:1-14
· Matthew 26:36-45
· Matthew 26:47-50
· Matthew 27:45-46
· Luke 22:54-62

After each passage is read, ask the group to share what Jesus had to endure in that passage.  Discuss with the kids how each of these things that Jesus endured must have felt.  Get responses from various members of your group as to how they’d felt if they had to endure something similar.

…..Wrap-up your discussion of these Scriptures with some questions like these:

· Do you think Jesus ever felt like giving up?

· Why was it important for Jesus not to give up?  Why did Jesus have to persevere in order to succeed?

· You know there had to be times when Jesus felt like calling the whole thing off and heading back home to God.  What do you think kept Jesus going?

· How can we persevere like Jesus did?

…..Get a few responses to the last question and then point out that the apostle Paul offered some suggestions on how we can persevere by following Jesus’ example.  Have another volunteer read Hebrews 12:1-3 to the group.  Ask:

· What is the race Paul talks about and who marked it out for us?

· Why is it so important to keep our eyes on Jesus when we run?  

· What is perseverance?  Why is it important for followers of Jesus to persevere?

Refer back to Hebrews 12:1.  Then ask:

· What are some things that hinder us and some sins that entangle?

…..Get a few responses to this question before moving on.  Pass out copies of the handout, Everything That Hinders, that is the end of this discussion’s outline.

Work through the items on the handout.  Have the group answer the following two questions for each item on the sheet:

· How might this be an obstacle or hindrance to a Christian who wants to walk in the footsteps of Jesus?

· How can we follow Jesus’ example to endure or overcome this obstacle as we seek to live for him?  




CONCLUSION
…..Wrap up this NEON meeting time by sharing the following with your group using your own words: Some people have the mistaken idea that it’s always easy to live for Jesus.  This just isn’t true.  Living for Jesus is one of the hardest things you’ll ever do.  But it’s also the most rewarding thing you’ll ever do.

We need to be honest about the risks that are involved in being a follower of Jesus.  There are some people who don’t like Christians, and who enjoy making their lives difficult.  But God has always been in control, and He will take care of His people.    

Before you close with prayer, ask anyone who would be willing to do so to share any obstacles in their life that have been giving them problems lately in their Christian walk.   Remind your NEON group that one of the advantages of the group is that we have the privilege of praying for each other in our struggles… so challenge the group to commit to pray for this week those who’ve shared obstacles.  Emphasize that none of us can persevere without God’s strength… so challenge the kids to constant prayer.

Next week: New Series of Discussions—“Roaring Lambs”!























Everything That Hinders


Some of these may not be obstacles to everyone…but each of them is probably a hurdle to someone in our NEON group.  Talk about some of the ways we can overcome each of these obstacles.



Busy Schedule


Doubt


Frustration


Parents


Popularity


Friends


Fear of
embarrassment


Temptation

