STATE OF CALIFORNIA – THE RESOURCES AGENCY	GRAY DAVIS, Governor
CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION
1516 NINTH STREET
SACRAMENTO, CA  95814-5512




December 7, 2001[image: ]


Hello:

This is with reference to the annual North American Natural Gas Model User Group Meeting that the California Energy Commission conducts every year. Historically, we have held the meeting in the May-June time period. Due to a variety of reasons, we were unable to follow past practices this year. We will be holding the meeting on January 17-18, 2002, in Sacramento.  This letter is to confirm your participation and solicit your input in planning the meeting.

This will be the 11th annual meeting since its inception in 1990. We have come a long way from the original 'NARG" model developed in 1989. The meetings have been well-attended and feedback has been positive. As most of you are aware, Altos Management Partners now have the MarketBuilder version up and running. We will spend a significant portion of the meeting discussing the operation and capabilities of the MarketBuilder and its adaptation to the short and long-term natural gas modeling exercises.  Given the direction that natural gas markets have taken and the convergence of gas and electricity markets, we will also be spending some time on relevant issues dealing with the integrated gas-electric issues.

As in the past, the meeting will be held over a 2-day period – January 17-18, 2002. I wish to get some feedback from you, about your interests and desires that should be accomplished at this meeting. I welcome you to present a paper or raise issues for discussion. Please provide me with your input either by e-mail / fax / telephone call. In your input please include: your confirmation to attend, number of representatives from your company that will attend, topics of interest to you, topics you would like to present at the meeting. Discussions in the past meetings have included: 

· Modeling issues, 
· Supply/demand/transportation capacity and pricing issues, 
· Gas/alternate fuel competition,
· Natural gas demand projections and assumptions,
· New and expansion of pipeline projects and their impacts on market, and
· Regulatory issues.

Once again, this meeting will be held on January 17-18, 2002, at Navigant Consulting Inc., located at 3100 Zinfandel Drive, Suite #600, Rancho Cordova, CA.  In the near future, I will provide the details of draft agenda (including your input) and other details to assist you in planning your trip to Sacramento. Please respond as soon as possible via email, phonecall, or fax. For your convenience, I have attached a form to this letter that you can fill out and send.  In the mean time, please do not hesitate to call me if you have any questions or need additional information.

I eagerly look forward to your presence and participation at the meeting. Thank you,

Jairam Gopal
916-654-4880 tel.
916-825-9941 cell
jgopal@energy.state.ca.us
	
North American Regional Gas Model
User Group Meeting
January 17-18, 2002



	
FAX TO:
California Energy Commission, Pamela Yoo
FAX: (916) 654-4685  VOICE TELEPHONE:  (916) 654-3846

For more information, you may also contact:                                                
Jairam Gopal
Telephone: (916) 654-4880


	
FAX FROM:






	
Will you/company representative be making a presentation?                                              YES/NO

	
Number of attendees, including yourself?
                                                                 ____ 


	
What would you like accomplished in this meeting?

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................…………………….………………………………………………………….......
	
Brief description of the presentation.

……………………………………………………….....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................…….……......
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