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Mariner Energy Inc. Discusses Hornbeck-LEEVAC Announcement

Houston, TX – December 19, 2001  - Mariner Energy, Inc. announced that consistent with the scheduled completion of its 2001 drilling program, it released the Noble Homer Ferrington semi-submersible rig and two offshore supply vessels owned by Hornbeck-LEEVAC Marine Services. Mariner has been pleased with the performance of Noble’s semi-submersible to date and expects to continue utilization of the rig in its 2002 drilling program. Under the terms of Mariner’s drilling contract with Noble, the term of Mariner’s commitment to use the Homer Ferrington is not a single continuous period but, rather, occurs intermittently and is subject to the usage rights retained by Noble and those owned by others during their applicable “drilling slots”.  Mariner’s release of the rig and the Hornbeck-LLEVAC vessels occurred at the scheduled end of Mariner’s 2001 drilling program and in compliance with the applicable agreements.  Mariner management believes that the breach of contract claims described by Hornbeck-LEEVAC in its recent announcement are without merit. 

  

	

------------

Mariner Energy, Inc. is a Houston-based oil and gas exploration company with principal operations in the Gulf of Mexico and along the U.S. Gulf Coast. This news release, along with previous news releases and a link to the Company’s filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission, can be accessed over the Internet using PRNewswire’s “company news” section at its web site (www.prnewswire.com).

This news release contains statements regarding future financial performance and results and other statements which are not historical facts.  These constitute forward-looking statements which are subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially.  Such risks include, but are not limited to, oil and gas price volatility, results of future drilling, availability of drilling rigs, future production and costs and other factors described in the Company’s publicly available Securities and Exchange Commission filings.
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