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	RE:
	Time Line for Applying for and Receiving CPCN



I have gone through the Rockingham docket and the Commission rules and statutes.  The process has the potential to be extensive if there is opposition.  Please look at this and let me know if you have any questions.

May 15	NCUC Rule R8-61 Requires that certain information must be filed 120 or more 	days prior to the filing of an application for a CPCN for generating facilities 	with capacity of 300 MW or more. [original and 30 copies]  

	The filing must include the following:
		(1)	available site information (including maps and description);
			preliminary estimates of initial and ultimate development;
			justification for the site selected and descriptions of other
			sites considered.

		(2)	Preliminary geological, aesthetic, ecological, meteorological,
			seismic, water supply, population and general load center data
			to the extent known.

		(3)	a statement of the need for the facility, including information
			on loads and generating capability.

		(4)	a description of investigations of the site, to the extend carried
			out or completed.
	
		(5)	a statement of existing or proposed plans applicant is aware
			of for other development at or adjacent to the proposed site.

		(6)	a statement of existing or proposed environmental evaluation
			program to meet the applicable air and water quality standards.

		(7)	a brief description of transmission line routes from the site.

		(8)	a list of all the agencies from which approval will be sought
			with respect to the construction and what those approvals are.

		(9)	an estimate of costs, including capital and operating
			costs, including fuel costs by category, and information
			concerning capacity factor, heat rate and plant service
			life to the extent known; also comparative data on other
			alternatives, and

		(10)	a schedule showing the anticipated beginning dates 
			for construction, testing and commercial operation of the
			generating facility.

August 15	File Petition for Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
	to construct generation in Edgecombe County along with supporting
	prefiled direct testimony and exhibits (original and 30 copies)

Sept 15	The Public Staff brings the matter before the NCUC at Commission
	Agenda Conference.  

October 1	NCUC issues an Order setting the matter for hearing and 
	establishing the procedural schedule, including the following:
		(1) 	scheduling a public hearing in Edgecombe County, 
			and requiring the publication of notice.

		(2)	establishing a deadline for interventions.	
		
		(3)	establishing the guidelines for discovery

		(4)	establishing the times for filing Public Staff,
			intervenor and rebuttal testimony and

		(5)	scheduling a hearing on the CPCN

	(this usually takes about six weeks, but depends on factors such as the level of interest generated.  For example, the NCUC may schedule the Egdecombe public hearing on a no protest basis, and cancel it if no inquiries are received.  In the Rockingham petition, the procedural order was entered  on March 11, 1999, and intervenor testimony filed May 7.  Other problems can arise because of the NCUC’s crowded calendar, and the fact that it is difficult to schedule anything in August and December)

Nov 15	Evidentiary hearing.  (briefs and proposed 	orders are normally due thirty days after the mailing of the transcript.
	However, with the consent of the parties, this can be shortened .)

Dec 15	briefs and proposed orders due. 
	(At this point, the Commission staff will review and synthesize the issues
	and present them to the Commissioners with a recommendation.  If there
	are no areas of dispute, particularly if  Enron is able to reach a stipulation
	with the Public Staff, it will expedite matters considerably.  The
	Commissioners will consider staff recommendations in closed session
	and issue an order. 
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