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What’s New with Kite & Key?



Kite & Key 
Society Newsletter



Greetings & welcome back to the Kite & Key Society!  Thank you for taking the time to learn more about our exciting organization through our latest newsletter.  This semester, more than any other, our Society hopes to make a meaningful impact through our volunteer efforts in both the campus and neighboring communities.  As you peruse the following pages, you will notice that we have energetic volunteers who are consistently concerned and enthusiastic about improving the communities in which we live. The Executive Board has a terrific semester planned, and we would love for you to be a part of it.   Please consider joining us in making a lasting contribution through service!
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~ The Kite & Key Society was founded in 1924 as the first community service organization at the University of Pennsylvania. With an active membership of 600 students, Kite & Key is also the largest organization of its kind on campus.  Focusing on the areas of Admissions, Community, and University for its volunteer effort, the society continues to move “into Penn…into community.”~
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Step One Tutoring

Coordinator: Tanya Lee (tanyalee@seas)

	Step One had an exciting Spring semester.  With approximately 40 student matches, Penn students represented the program at Lea Elementary School each week.  Step One tutors worked in the classrooms with their students on math or reading skills and built strong mentoring relationships.  At the end of the semester, we celebrated our success with the other Kite and Key community service groups, Penntoring, and GEAR-UP, at a Field Day event on Super Block.  
	This semester, there are a couple of exciting developments in the Step One program.  Last semester, Step One was awarded a First Book grant, which will allow Step One tutors to present their student with a brand new book every month for the entire year.  The First Book program is designed to help disadvantaged youth build up their libraries at home, and Step One is excited to be a part of such a wonderful program.  Step One tutors can also expect to receive more training programs with respect to math and literacy training techniques.  And at the end of the semester, we hope to celebrate another successful term with our annual ice skating event.
	There are always kids who are looking for a new friend and mentor and so we would gladly welcome you aboard!

Alumni Relations
Coordinator: Jeff Stewart (jeffreyi@sas)
Alumni Relations works hard to keep the bond between current members and Alumni strong.  During the Fall semester, volunteers are needed to help out with Homecoming activities.  During the Spring semester, about 60 volunteers work Alumni Weekend and Commencement.  On Alumni Day, volunteers are assigned to specific reunion classes, and get to meet numerous alumni and become involved with many of the festivities.  For Commencement, volunteers 
serve as ushers, and gain a behind the scene look at how the graduation ceremony comes together.  Beginning last semester, Alumni Relations has worked hard to establish a Board of Governors of Kite and Key Alumni who will serve as mentors to the current Kite and Key members.  We have already sent out 4100 letters, and this year will hold some initial events and meetings facilitate the establishment of the Board of Governors. 
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High School Outreach
Coordinator: Kate Twist (twist@sas)
High School Outreach has traditionally focused on training students to give informal presentations about Penn at their own high schools or secondary schools in their region.  We feel that interaction with current Penn Students gives prospective applicants one of the closest views of the school possible, particularly when a campus visit may not be  
 


Hosting  

Coordinators:     
 Sarah Walsh (shwalsh@sas)
Rory Levine (leviner@sas)

Kite and Key’s hosting program is designed to allow prospective Penn students to get a real glimpse into an average day and night of an actual University student through an overnight  stay in a college house. In addition, pre-freshmen will eat in the dining halls, tour the campus, attend classes and take advantage of the plethora of thrilling activities and organizations Penn has to offer. Every fall, hundreds of students flock to Penn based primarily on their overnight hosting experience and the enthusiasm and passion they personally experienced. 
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feasible.  This year High School Outreach will seek to expand its presence in Philadelphia by offering extensive training to selected students.  We hope that by the beginning of next semester those Kite and Key volunteers will be able to assist admissions officers in visits to area schools. 







Ronald McDonald House

Coordinator: Tara O’Reggio (toreggio@sas)

If your child or sibling needed medical treatment for a serious condition, wouldn’t you like to know that there are other people dealing with similar situations? For many years, Ronald McDonald House has been a place of refuge for such families dealing with problems that many of us could never imagine. The Philadelphia Ronald McDonald House, located between 39h and 40th Streets on Chestnut Street, was the first of these houses to open, and can house up to 43 families coming from countries all over the world. Throughout the year, Kite & Key volunteers spend at least one hour per week interacting with the families and playing with the children. Frequently, there are also activities that allow volunteers to do fun things with and/ or for the families like arts & crafts or cooking dinner. The presence of Kite & Key volunteers in the House has been a blessing for both staff and families as well as a rewarding experience for Penn students. Since their staff is minimal, the volunteers are greatly appreciated for helping to show families and others why it was and always will be “The House That Love Built”. If you are interested in volunteering, please sign up. 
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GEAR –UP
Coordinators: Kendra Varland (kendrav@nursing)   		Angela Hsu (angelahs@sas)    
Having explored the campus in a scavenger hunt, seen soccer-playing Sony dogs in the GRASP labs, and cheered with the Penn cheerleaders, Kite and Key's GEAR-UPpers have had a great semester.  GEAR-UP's laid-back atmosphere is designed to foster the mentor-mentee relationship which we feel is instrumental in helping the participants relate to college life.  Bringing higher education down to their level is crucial in helping the participants become aware of the many opportunities available to them in continuing their education.  Last spring, the three week long pilot program helped introduce fifteen 7th and 8th graders from Lea Elementary School to life at Penn.  This semester, with more kids, more volunteers and more activities to look forward to, GEAR-UP will truly be an exciting volunteer opportunity!
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Special Projects

Coordinator: Jodie Sopher (jodies@sas)

Special Projects has been involved many aspects of campus life.  Kite and Key volunteers promote spirit through selling Quaker Shaker pompoms in the Palestra before basketball games.  We even painted faces before the Penn/Princeton game to encourage the lively group of Penn fans.  In 
addition, volunteers support organizations such as the American Red Cross by advertising and participating in a blood drive twice a year.  During the spring of 2001, volunteers began to work with the Special Olympics, demonstrating the wide scope of available projects involved in this group.  Special Projects contributes to several spirit and community service groups each year and yet remains open to suggestion to extend the Kite and Key volunteer base.
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For more information on Kite and Key, please visit the Society’s website at:

Ambassadoring

Coordinator: Kristen Olander        
                       (kolander@sas)

Ambassadoring for the University of Pennsylvania offers you the unique opportunity of talking with prospective students from around the nation and the world, and Penn is the only school to have such a service.  While tours can be made up of several visitors, the Ambassadors stay in the Admissions Office and deal directly with visiting people.  This type of interaction allows for a more personal and, often, one-on-one discussion with 

Tour Guiding
Coordinator: Adam Michaels (adampm@sas)
As members of the Kite and Key Society, Tour Guides help to carry out the Society's mission of service to the Penn community by introducing prospective students, their families and other visitors to the University campus.  They are selected through consultation with the Undergraduate Admissions Office after filling out an application and completing an interview.  The complete training process lasts about one semester and includes classroom sessions with representatives of the four undergraduate schools, the University Police Department and the Office of College Houses and Academic Services as well as the opportunity to take actual campus tours and sit in on Admissions Information sessions.  Tour Guides are some of the most energetic, enthusiastic and visible people on the entire campus.  If you're looking for an exciting and diverse program, consider applying to be a Kite and Key Admissions Tour Guide! 
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Penntoring

Coordinator: Rob Levy (rdlevy@sas)

Penntoring is an exciting, rewarding program where Penn students are matched up with local school children in a combination of tutoring, mentoring, and friendship.  Run in cooperation with the Department of Human Services, these children are often orphans living with adopted families. Penntoring is designed to give them another outlet for growing both academically and socially.  The children come here, to Penn, for an hour and half every Thursday (4:00 to 5:30).  The first hour is spent tutoring the children in whatever subjects they need the most help. The last half hour is then spent in group activities (the social aspect) which include obstacle courses, Pictionary, sing downs, and our annual Halloween haunted house.  
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prospective students.  Many times, prospectives are unlikely to ask more probing questions in the body of a tour, but are willing to talk more with Ambassadors in the Admissions Office.  This gives you the chance to directly affect a student's decision about whether or not to apply to Penn, and also gives you the opportunity to tell others about how wonderful you think Penn is.
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http://dolphin.upenn.edu/~kitekey
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