FERC Commissioner
Qualifications



We support FERC Commissioners who will embrace a regulatory approach that fosters competitive markets that rely on bilateral contracts to avoid the volatility of short-term spot markets.  Any candidate should be a strong supporter of the need for FERC to continue its leadership role in deregulating the electric industry in order to benefit consumers.  Such a candidate should support steps to ensure liquidity in energy markets with price certainty for ultimate physical delivery of energy known in advance.  Ending residual discrimination in wholesale electricity markets, such as the current native load exception, should be among a candidate’s primary objectives.  Also essential to competitive electric markets is building a commission committed to placing all transmission in the U.S. under the Commission’s jurisdiction.  A candidate should support the Commission exercising the exclusive jurisdiction over the reliability of the bulk power system.  To this end, a strong candidate is someone committed to working with all the stakeholders and who understands and believes in competitive, transparent and unhindered energy markets.  Candidates with a good working relationship with Congress, specifically the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee and House Commerce Committee, would be advisable, particularly in the Chairman.

In summary, we believe the following criteria should reflect the profile of a FERC Commissioner:

· Understands the need for Federal leadership and authority to ensure well functioning and efficient interstate bulk power markets;
· Well grounded in free markets (free energy and financial markets), open access, orderly rules of the road;
· Proponent of Commission action to end residual discrimination in wholesale electric markets;
· Willingness to abolish current native load preference under current tariffs;
· Recognized leader and articulate spokesman of energy and financial issues;
· Advocate of secure, competitive and responsible sources and production of energy that serves the needs of the public;
· Strong manager;
· Committed to the Commission’s role in information collection, analysis and research on energy data & prices which helps develop informed decisions on long term energy supply and use;
· Comfortable relying on market forces to ensure the provision of safe, reliable and abundant energy (gas and electric).
