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I read with great interest the recent News article, "State in dire need of more power-generating capacity." As electrical consumption keeps climbing, it appears New York's electrical generating capacity cannot keep pace. We are told that this prescription for higher prices is giving electric industry deregulation a bad name.

The dirty little secret about electric deregulation in New York is that the whole process was driven by a singular desire on the part of the Pataki administration to provide lower electricity rates to the largest industrial users. Conservation and environmental protection were ignored. Now we are about to pay the price for this shortsightedness. 

From 1994 through 1997, funding to promote energy efficiency by electric utility customers was systematically cut back by the New York State Public Service Commission. In 1998, when the Pataki- appointed PSC approved actual utility deregulation plans, funding levels for these customer-efficiency programs were further reduced to just 25 percent of their 1992-93 levels.

At the same time, all mechanisms to encourage electric utility company management to promote energy efficiency were removed. Thus, New York's electric conservation program was deliberately gutted.

What to do now? The PSC proposal to build more power plants is the most expensive and polluting "solution" to our current problem. We can have lower energy bills and cleaner air through improved energy efficiency, not new power plants.

Pataki can put "public service" back into the PSC by insisting that the agency implement major new energy-efficiency programs.

WALTER SIMPSON

Amherst 
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