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EZ STAR SOFTWARE TOOL – THE EFFICIENT WAY FOR BUSINESSES TO SAVE ENERGY AND MONEY

Introduction
Today, a few simple mouse clicks can enable ENERGY STAR power management functions to turn off an individual’s monitor during idle times.  However, many organization-wide efforts to enable monitor power management features have run into difficulty during implementation.  End users may be reluctant to change their desktop computer’s settings themselves, and IT departments do not have time to manually change settings on every computer in their organization.  With this in mind, the U.S. Department of Energy, in conjunction with ENERGY STAR, has created a suite of programs that can manage monitor power use easily and efficiently.  

EZ Star
The suite is called EZ Star.  In much the same way that many organizations administer workstations via their networks (to distribute anti-virus signature updates, for instance), the EZ Star programs can be used to poll current power management status and to activate monitor power management if desired. EZ Star requires no special processes on the network, no special hardware, and no client installations.  It uses the existing power management functionality in Windows (95/98/ME/2000) to interact with existing ENERGY STAR capabilities on your computers.  By adding a few lines in login scripts, you can review or activate power management settings on thousands of machines in a matter of days, with almost no resource requirements from your computer support staff.  	

For Administrators
EZ Star is a series of small programs that either read from or make small modifications to workstation Windows Registry entries that control ENERGY STAR settings on the system. To use these programs effectively, follow these steps:

· Use the EZ_Administration program to select the desired settings for ENERGY STAR power management.  You can let users choose to activate, or you can implement organization-wide policies.  The program is designed to be flexible and support a wide range of prerogatives.

· Copy the EZ Star programs to a publicly accessible drive on your network with the appropriate rights.

· Add a line in your login script(s) to run EZ_Sample, EZ_Activation, or both.  The Sample results are logged to the server directory for easy access.  The programs do not become resident on the client systems. You also can use other workstation management tools to activate the EZ Star programs. 


EZ Star Modules

The EZ Star modules are:

EZ_Sample - can be placed in network login scripts to capture information about user ENERGY STAR power management settings.

EZ_Report - reads the results of the EZ_Sample program and summarizes the information.

EZ_Activation - can be used to enable desktop ENERGY STAR monitor power management features during network login.

EZ_Exempt - can be run on selected workstations to prevent activation.  This would be used prior to activation so that systems that require that their monitors remain on do not have their ENERGY STAR power management features activated.

EZ_Reset - can be run by a user to return an activated system's ENERGY STAR power management settings to their pre-activation settings.  This is the only program that may be installed on a user's system during activation.  Its installation is optional, and it resides on the user's desktop for easy access.

EZ_Administration - allows an administrator to select and save the parameters that define how the EZ_Sample and EZ_Activation programs run and what ENERGY STAR power management settings will be used on the workstations.

Information

Information on the EZ Star suite is available at: 

http://www.microtech.doe.gov/energystar.
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