Proposal for a


REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL 

ON CONDITIONS OF ACCESS TO THE NETWORK FOR CROSS-BORDER EXCHANGES IN ELECTRICITY IN THE INTERNAL ELECTRICITY MARKET




Summary


· Distance-related tariffs and a specific tariff to be paid only by exporters and importers are ruled out

· Any discrimination between transactions in the allocation of available capacities must be shown not to unreasonably distort or hinder the development of trade;

· Transparency must be provided to market actors concerning available transfer capacities and the security, planning and operational standards that effect the available transfer capacities. 

· Any revenues flowing from congestion management procedures shall not constitute extra profit for TSOs;

· Congestion management should be based on market mechanisms and should provide correct economic signals to TSOs;

· Procedures should be in place that would make the decisions by the Commission regarding tarification and capacity allocation directly applicable (Memer States’ regulatory authorities must be involved in the process);

Art. 4.  Charges for access to networks

· Charges for access to national networks applied by national grid operators shall be cost-reflective, transparent and applied in non-discriminatory manner. They shall not be distance- related (!). 

· Generators and consumers may be charged a tariff for network access. It is anticipated that the total amount of the network charges borne by the generators should be lower than that borne by the consumers.


· Where appropriate, the level of the tariffs shall provide locational signals.


Art. 5 Information provision on interconnector capacities

· Co-ordination and information exchange among TSOs must be implemented.

· TSOs must publish estimates of available transfer capacity for each day, these should include week-ahead and month-ahead estimates. Any reserved capacity shall be individualised and included in the published available transfer capacity.


Art. 6 General principles on congestion management

· Congestion problems must be addressed with market-based solutions. Transaction curtailment only in case of urgency and when redispatch is not possible.

· Use-it-or lose-it principle (unutilised allocated capacity shall be reattributed to the market)

· Transactions that relieve congestions (conterflows / backhauls) should never be denied.

 
Article 7. Guidelines

· The Commission shall adopt and amend guidelines on methodologies on the calculation of the cost of horizontal network, on the inter-TSO compensation fund payments and allocation, harmonisation of national tariffs to be applied to generators and consumers.



Article 10. Management / regulatory committee.

· The Commission shall be assisted by a committee composed of the representatives of the Member States (in particular, their national regulatory authorities) and chaired by the representative of the Commission.

· The committee will vote on the Commission’s draft proposals by majority voting.




