Sacto Bee 10/5/99 – Letter to the Editor
Natural gas regulations
Re "On Davis' desk," editorial, Sept. 25: AB 1421 does not stifle competition or hinder lower prices. This legislation received overwhelming bipartisan support. AB 1421 would ensure that California's natural gas customers continue to have access to safe, reliable natural-gas service. 
In lower income and senior citizen households, gas leaks and possible explosions are a major risk for loss of life. AB 1421 provides that these and all California natural-gas customers will be able to call their local gas utility when they smell a gas leak, need to relight their furnace or address the hazardous situations occurring after a major earthquake without paying additional fees. Pursuant to recommendations of the California Public Utility Safety Branch, AB 1421 establishes that the safety of children and seniors is more important than the profit margin of the natural-gas energy marketer. 
California residents already have the right to purchase natural gas from multiple sources. Companies seeking to compete and play by the same rules in place for the gas utility are not harmed by this legislation. The legislation merely ensures that California natural-gas customers will continue to receive safe and reliable service. Don't all Californians deserve this guarantee?
--Roderick Wright, Sacramento
Assemblyman, D-Los Angeles 


