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\par The White House 
\par Washington, DC  20500 
\par  
\par Dear Mr. President: 
\par  
\par \tab As you develop a response to rising oil prices, limited heating oil inventories, and dramatic increases in the expected cost of natural gas this winter, we urge you to include measures \endash  both short and long-term \endash  to increase energy efficiency and renewable energy use.  Helping consumers and businesses reduce their oil and gas use in this manner will lower energy bills and put downward pressure on oil and gas prices.  Advancing energy efficiency and renewable energy is sound policy that will yield economic and environmental benefits for many years.  Releasing oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, on the other hand, is a \ldblquote quick fix\rdblquote  that might help in the short run. 
\par  
\par }\pard \fi720\widctlpar\adjustright {\fs24 Mr. President, you have strongly supported greater energy efficiency and renewable energy use in the past.  Unfortunately, your previous proposals for tax incentives and accelerated R&D for energy efficiency and renewable energy technologies have languished before Congress for nearly three years.  The failure of the Congress to approve these proposals has contributed to rising oil demand and the surge in oil prices in recent months.  It is time to break the logjam of indifference and enact energy policies that will pay huge dividends for the US economy, for American consumers, and for the global environment.  
\par }\pard \widctlpar\adjustright {\fs24  
\par \tab We urge you to insist that  the 106}{\fs24\super th}{\fs24  Congress not adjourn before enacting: 
\par }\pard\plain \s23\widctlpar\tx720\adjustright { 
\par {\pntext\pard\plain\s23 \f3 \loch\af3\dbch\af0\hich\f3 \'b7\tab}}\pard \s23\fi-360\li360\widctlpar\tx720{\*\pn \pnlvlblt\ilvl0\ls5\pnrnot0\pnf3\pnstart1\pnindent360\pnhang{\pntxtb \'b7}}\ls5\adjustright {full funding in FY2001 for the energy efficiency and renewable energy programs in your budget request for the Department of Energy and EPA;  
\par {\pntext\pard\plain\s23 \f3 \loch\af3\dbch\af0\hich\f3 \'b7\tab}}\pard \s23\fi-360\li360\widctlpar\tx720{\*\pn \pnlvlblt\ilvl0\ls5\pnrnot0\pnf3\pnstart1\pnindent360\pnhang{\pntxtb \'b7}}\ls5\adjustright {an additional $200 million for home weatherization assistance for low income households in light of the surge in oil and gas prices; 
\par {\pntext\pard\plain\s23 \f3 \loch\af3\dbch\af0\hich\f3 \'b7\tab}}\pard \s23\fi-360\li360\widctlpar\tx0\tx360\tx1080\tx1800\tx2520\tx3240\tx3960\tx4680\tx5400\tx6120\tx6840\tx7560\tx8280{\*\pn \pnlvlblt\ilvl0\ls4\pnrnot0\pnf3\pnstart1\pnindent360\pnhang{\pntxtb \'b7}}\ls4\adjustright {an additional $200 million for research, development, and deployment of energy efficiency and renewable energy technologies, such as fuel-efficient cars and trucks and alternative fuels produced from energy crops, in order to reduce oil and gas use in the future; and 
\par {\pntext\pard\plain\s23 \f3 \loch\af3\dbch\af0\hich\f3 \'b7\tab}}\pard \s23\fi-360\li360\widctlpar\tx0\tx360\tx1080\tx1800\tx2520\tx3240\tx3960\tx4680\tx5400\tx6120\tx6840\tx7560\tx8280{\*\pn \pnlvlblt\ilvl0\ls4\pnrnot0\pnf3\pnstart1\pnindent360\pnhang{\pntxtb \'b7}}\ls4\adjustright {tax incentives for energy efficiency and renewable energy totaling at least $5 billion over 5 years, drawn from Administration proposals and bipartisan Congressional initiatives. 
\par }\pard\plain \widctlpar\tx0\tx360\tx1080\tx1800\tx2520\tx3240\tx3960\tx4680\tx5400\tx6120\tx6840\tx7560\tx8280\adjustright \fs20 {\fs24 \tab     
\par \tab In addition, we urge you to issue new efficiency standards for water heaters and air conditioners at the highest levels that are technologically feasible and economically justified before you leave office.  These long overdue standards will cut fuel use, reduce consumers\rquote  energy bills, and help prevent power outages in the future. 
\par }\pard \widctlpar\tx0\tx720\tx1440\tx2160\tx2880\tx3600\tx4320\tx5040\tx5760\tx6480\tx7200\tx7920\tx8640\adjustright {\fs24  
\par }\pard \li360\widctlpar\tx0\tx360\tx1080\tx1800\tx2520\tx3240\tx3960\tx4680\tx5400\tx6120\tx6840\tx7560\tx8280\adjustright {\fs24 Thank you for your continuing leadership on these important issues. 
\par  
\par \tab \tab \tab \tab \tab Sincerely, 
\par }\pard \widctlpar\tx0\tx720\tx1440\tx2160\tx2880\tx3600\tx4320\tx5040\tx5760\tx6480\tx7200\tx7920\tx8640\adjustright {\fs24  
\par cc: House Speaker Hastert, Senate Leader Lott}{ 
\par }}
