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Western Systems Coordinating Council

REPLY TO:
Mark W. Hackney, Chairperson
Interchange Scheduling and Accounting Subcommittee
Arizona Public Service Company
P.O. Box 53999
Station 2260
Phoenix, AZ 85072-3999
Tel: (602) 250-1128
Fax: (602) 250-1155

September 18, 2001

To:	WSCC Operations Committee
	WSCC Western Market Interface Committee
	WSCC Interchange Scheduling and Accounting Subcommittee

Subject:   E-Tagging


By way of this letter, I would like to reiterate several points about E-Tagging that have been brought to my attention that appear to be confusing people.

1) E-Tagging spec 1.7 will be the version that the Western Interconnection will be using in coincidence with the Eastern Interconnection, whether that date is November 13, December 11 or later.  Each and every control area, transmission provider and purchasing/selling entities shall ensure that they will have a vendor that delivers the E-Tagging product that complies with the 1.7 spec.  Specification 1.67 E-Tagging products will not be compatible and should therefore not be used after the cutover to initiate E-Tags.  The system may be necessary if you vendor is not supplying a conversion tool for older E-Tags, but in no event is it a system to be used for the creation and sending of E-Tagged transactions after the 1.7 implementation date.
2) The "Final" document that includes the POR/POD Acronyms to be used in pre-spec 1.7 tags has been posted on the ISAS Website at http://wsccstf.azpsoasis.com/wsccstf.htm, look for the "NEW" logo and the document is linked as "POD Acronyms, Tie Line Matrix with JOU examples".  The third tab in the spreadsheet has the currently accepted 3-4 character acronym for POD's that should be used when making E-Tags.  After the 1.7 spec version of E-Tagging is implemented, there should be a mechanism to select the Registered POR/POD names that have already be entered by TP's on the NERC TSIN registration site or will be registered.  The intent is that the same names used in the TP's OASIS sites for the POD/POR's will be available via the NERC registry and the vendors applications to allow the E-Tag agents to select from that list of already agreed to POD's and POR's.  After spec 1.7 implementation, the short names used under the manual process are not expected to be used by the E-Tag agents.
3) And finally, the "No Tag No Flow policy".  There is no policy in the WSCC that makes this statement.  The letters from LeRoy Patterson, OC Chair, stated that it is expected that Entities within the WSCC are expected to be complying with NERC Policy 3 regarding transactions.  That Policy states that normal, non-emergency transactions are expected to be E-Tagged and entities are not to be including schedules with others if the transaction has not been E-Tagged.  The letter states the exemption is for bilateral inadvertent payback and dynamic schedules, which are not required to be E-Tagged at this time.

I hope that these explanations will clear up any confusion that folks had regarding these three items and make the point clear that when spec 1.7 is implemented, it is system wide, that the NERC registry will be the source for PORs, PODs in the 1.7 E-Tagging system but until that time the short 3-4 character acronyms outlined in the posted POD Acronym spreadsheet should be used and what is expected as to interchange transactions being tagged.

If you have questions, please email me at Mark.Hackney@aps.com or call 602.250.1128.


Sincerely,

Mark W. Hackney

Mark W. Hackney
Chair, WSCC ISAS
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