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WASHINGTON -(Dow Jones)- California's electricity market crisis contributed to the defeat of at least one House Republican in Tuesday's election, said a California state lawmaker Thursday.   

Rep. Brian Bilbray, R-Calif., a member of the House Commerce Committee panel with jurisdiction over electricity, made the state's sky-high deregulated power prices an issue in his race against Democratic state legislator Susan Davis. 

Bilbray ran television advertisements portraying Davis as a kind of Dr. Frankenstein, whose vote for the state's power market deregulation bill had become a monster.   

But Davis fired back, with ads citing Bilbray's past support for the state deregulation law and campaign contributions from electric companies, state Sen. Steve Peace told federal regulators Thursday.   

Peace said Bilbray lost because his political consultant wrongly saw "political opportunity" in the state's power market fiasco, which has disproportionately affected retail consumers in the San Diego region, where Bilbray's congressional district is located.   

Peace spoke at a hearing of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to solicit public comment on an order the regulatory panel issued last week ordering market restructuring measures in California in an effort to temper the volatile state power market.   

He cited Bilbray's experience as an example of the political backlash the electricity crisis has generated in the state.   

-By Bryan Lee, Dow Jones Newswires; 202-862-6647; bryan.lee@dowjones.com 
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