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MARKET REPORT: Markets--West 
CAL-ISO STOPS PROVIDING OUTAGE, TRANSMISSION INFORMATION TO WSCC
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The California Independent System Operator stopped supplying real-time generation and transmission information to the Western System Coordinating Council last week because of fears that the sensitive market information is being used to game the California Market. 
``[The] information allows generators immediately to exploit temporary locational market power that may be created by short-term transmission or generation outages on the grid,'' ISO Chief Operations Officer Kellan Fluckiger said in a letter to the WSCC. ``Such data can be used by generation owners to create, and then profit from, inter-zonal and intra-zonal congestion in real-time.'' 
The data in question includes real-time status of transmission of 138 kV or more and all generating units greater than 300 MW. The information the WSCC has been publishing on its Internet website had allowed western traders to learn about outages as the units trip. As of Oct. 16, the ISO was supplying that data with 90-day lag. 
The ISO believes that information should be restricted to security coordinators and essential operations personnel in neighboring control areas, though they will be able to gain access to the information only after signing confidentiality and use agreements with the ISO, the letter said. 
The ISO is the first group to pull their information from the website, but other control areas are expected to follow because of competitive interests, sources said. 
The WSCC has made available real-time generation and transmission information to all market participants for more than a year on its website. The data collection by the WSCC predates deregulation and was done for reliability purposes. 
The WSCC started making the information available to all parties because of Federal Energy Regulator Commission order 889, which said that the information had to be given to all marketing entities at the same time. Not all control area operators in the West are separated from their marketing side and to comply with the order the WSCC decided to give the information to everyone, a WSCC spokesman said. 





image1.png




image2.png
" Format to Print/Save




image3.png




