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					May 31, 2001


Memorandum For:		API Policy Committee
API Board Members Headquartered in Texas
	
From:				Red Cavaney

Subject:			Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) Houston Energy Visit
				June 28-30, 2001

     RESPONSE REQUESTED BY COB WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6

Background

API has been working with Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX) in response to her request that the industry hosts a CBC Congressional Delegation Visit and Energy Industry Dialogue in Rep. Lee’s Houston Congressional district and environs.  The CBC has conducted similar meetings with the technology sector, the Chicago MERC, NYMEX, and others.  Of particular interest to the CBC are tours of U.S. oil and natural gas industry operations (refineries, terminals, E&P centers, etc.), roundtable discussions with senior industry leaders, and receptions and meals to facilitate interaction between members of the CBC and industry.  As with their other visits, CBC members place great importance on CEO/COO participation, wherever possible.

The CBC’s preferred dates for the Houston visit and dialogue are June 28-30.  This is very short notice for an undertaking of this magnitude, and a number of CEO-level schedule conflicts already exist.  It is important to the CBC, however, that the event occur before the summer recess.  

We plan to accommodate them on the dates requested and will co-ordinate overall event planning, utilizing the General Committee on Federal Government Relations.  Preliminarily, Rep. Lee has indicated that 21 representatives of the CBC currently plan to attend, although she expects some attrition between now and June 28-30.  A very preliminary draft schedule is attached, as is a list of the membership of the CBC—all of whom are Democrats.
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