
CALIFORNIA
Customer Choice--Transportation has been available for large (“non-core”) users since 1986. A Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) customer must use at least 350,000 therms per year to qualify for transportation-only service, while San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) and Southern California Gas (SCG) customers are required to use a minimum of 250,000 therms annually. PG&E is a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation (PCG), and SDG&E and SCG are subsidiaries of Sempra Energy (SRE). In 1991, California’s LDCs instituted a transportation program that permits “core” customers (generally small commercial and residential customers) to aggregate load to qualify for transportation service. Few customers have participated in this program, which was limited to 10% of each LDC’s total volume and to a total of 10 aggregators. In 1997, the PUC approved the “Gas Accord” (GA), a comprehensive settlement between PG&E and numerous parties, that reduced the minimum annual load size of a core transportation group to 120,000 therms. The GA also eliminated the 10% cap on the amount of core volume that could be served under the program. 


