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Lilly Responds to the Nation's Bioterrorism ThreatITLE
Company to provide scientific expertise, research and manufacturing capacity, and products

Eli Lilly and Company (NYSE: LLY) today announced that it will undertake several initiatives designed to respond to the nation's bioterrorism threats.

"These are unprecedented times that require companies like Lilly to respond in an unprecedented manner," said Sidney Taurel, Lilly president, chairman and chief executive officer.  "Today, we are taking steps to provide our country, and our government, the best possible resources we can to combat current and future bioterrorism threats." 

Taurel outlined Lilly's commitment as follows:

· Lilly has already begun to determine whether any of its antibiotics, including cephalosporins and macrolides, are effective in combating anthrax or other potential bioterrorism agents.  Any Lilly antibiotics shown to be effective in fighting anthrax or other bioterrorism agents, if approved for that use, will be provided at no profit for victims of bioterrorism. While none of Lilly's current products are indicated for the treatment of anthrax, there is scientific evidence that the disease may be susceptible to a number of existing Lilly antibiotics.
· Lilly is prepared to increase production to meet demand for its existing antibiotics, and, if requested, convert its manufacturing capacity to augment production of antibiotics made by other pharmaceutical companies.
· Lilly has also begun testing its Lilly oncology drug, Gemzar®, to determine if it will be an effective treatment against smallpox. While the probability of success is low, the need is great and the company is dedicated to pursuing the answer.
· Lilly is already investing $15 million in areas of infectious diseases, including immunomodulator and antiviral research, where the science is most promising and the greatest unmet medical needs remain. This important research may yield promising new treatments for infectious diseases, some of which can be caused by bioterrorism.
· Lilly will collaborate with government and/or industry on research efforts to address bioterrorism threats. Per the government's request, Lilly will make available specialized research facilities for government- and/or industry-driven research and development of antibiotics and new antivirals for bioterrorism.  Additionally, the company will make available a selected group of Lilly scientists highly skilled in antibacterial and antiviral research for purposes of addressing the current situation.  Lilly will continue to pay the salaries and benefits for those individuals.

Lilly, a leading innovation-driven corporation, is developing a growing portfolio of best-in-class pharmaceutical products by applying the latest research from its own worldwide laboratories and from collaborations with eminent scientific organizations. Headquartered in Indianapolis, Ind., Lilly provides answers – through medicines and information – for some of the world's most urgent medical needs.  Additional information about Lilly is available at .
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Gemzar® (gemcitabine hydrochloride, Lilly)
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