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Commissioner Richard A.Bilas
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94102
Re:	Alternate Draft Order of Commissioner Bilas in A.00-11-038, et. al.
Dear Commissioner Bilas:
The undersigned parties, consisting of a wide variety of consumers, customer groups and energy service providers, submits this letter under Rule 77 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure as their comments on one important aspect of  the Alternate Draft Order mailed on February 23, 2001 in the above-referenced docket.
As parties who take direct access electric service, or offer such service to customers, we strongly support the language in your Alternate Draft Order which indicates that the Commission shall stay any action on implementation of the suspension of direct access under Water Code Section 80110 until further order. (Alternate Order, p. 5.)  As we know you are aware, numerous members of the legislature and the administration have committed to the direct access community that there will be a legislative vehicle to remedy the unfortunate language of ABX –1 which provides for a suspension of direct access.  Indeed, Senator Deborah Bowen has followed her commitment with action, and has introduced SB 27X for the express purpose of fashioning a remedy to the direct access issue.   Discussions with the Senator and the administration over the precise language for such a bill are ongoing at this time.  Given these facts, it is certainly appropriate for the Commission to refrain from any action on the suspension of direct access, as contrary direction in the form of new legislation is very likely to arrive before the end of the Legislature’s extraordinary session.
Furthermore, we wish to point out that preserving the direct access program at this time is of significant benefit to the State and to all other ratepayers.  Every customer who can be served by direct access is one less customer whose electricity needs will have to be purchased in part by the Department of Water Resources, thereby placing more demands on the State’s revenues or on ratepayers who may have to repay bonds issued to cover any shortfall in energy purchases by the DWR.  In other words, we all have an interest in preserving the direct access program and making it work in the context of the current energy situation in California.  Therefore it is critical that the Commission not take any precipitous actions to suspend direct access and customer choice at a time when direct access can help reduce the financial burden on the State and its taxpayers and ratepayers.  Your Alternate Draft Order makes the correct policy choice by deferring a decision on direct access suspension so that the program can continue to offer benefits to customers and the State while the ongoing legislative debate seeks a permanent resolution to the issue.
Thank you for taking the time to address this issue in your Alternate Draft Order.  We urge you and your fellow Commissioners to adopt the Alternate Draft Order, or in the alternative, to include the same language staying any further action on the direct access suspension in any other Order adopted in this proceeding.

Very truly yours,
INSERT ALL MEMBERS OF THE DIRECT ACCESS COALITION
[Insert Service Certificate]
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