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Embracing the World Like Jesus: Total Acceptance, No Exceptions
 
Session focus: The aim of this session is to allow your group to focus on these points:
· How did Jesus treat “sinners”?
· What was His attitude towards them?
· What would “sinners” think our response to them is?

Biblical basis: Matthew 9:9-13; Luke 7:36-50; John 8:1-11



APPROACH
	Ask the teens to think of some time when they felt rejected.  Here are some ideas to get them thinking (Not accepted in National Honor Society; Not making a sports team; Not getting a job applied for; Getting turned down by a girl/guy; Getting rejected by an “in crowd”; being made fun of at some point in life):

	Describe the situation where you felt rejected by someone or some group. 

	How did it make you feel when you were rejected in that situation?

	How was that rejection communicated to you?  Through words, or in another way?

	How does that experience still affect you today?

	Do you think that people in the world ever feel rejected by the church or Christians as a group?  How does that happen?



BIBLE  
	Transition to the Bible by letting your group know that tonight you want to look at how Jesus dealt with people who probably felt they had been rejected by the religious establishment.  Get three volunteers to read these three different situations that Jesus found himself in.
	
		Matthew 9:9-13
	
		Who were the different people at this party? 

		What problem did the Pharisees have with Jesus being in this kind of group?  (Make sure the kids know who the Pharisees were—the spiritual leaders of the Jewish community who had lots of rules for being “righteous”)  What was wrong with that from their perspective?

		What was Jesus’ response to the Pharisee’s accusations against Jesus?

		John 8:1-11

		What do you think was going through the mind of this woman?  Put yourself in her position.

		How do you think she felt when she realized that Jesus wasn’t going to condemn her?
		
		Luke 7:36-50
	
		Where was Jesus having dinner?

		How is the woman described who “crashed” the party?

		What does she do to Jesus?

	What would you say is a 21st century equivalent to this woman?
	
		How did the Pharisee who invited Jesus to his house respond to this woman?
	

APPLICATION
	How do you think we as a NEON group (or a youth group) would respond to a person like this coming to our group?

	What is the difference between the way Jesus accepts sinners and the way other sinners accept each other?


CONCLUSION
	Conclude by encouraging your kids to try and embrace people the way Jesus embraced people.  Close by communicating the following thought:  Jesus’ love will show in our lives as we embrace those people who aren’t easy to love.  It’s easy to love the loveable; one thing that made Jesus so unique was that He loved and embraced the unlovable.  How are we individually and as a NEON group doing in accepting others and following Jesus?
