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Mr. Dummer stated that Arizona currently has no Regional Conditions for Nationwide Permit 12.  Applicant should talk to both Phoenix and Albuquerque District ACE offices to determine whether one application can be submitted or whether each District will independently consider the application for the section of pipeline that runs through their state.  

The primary concerns for Arizona’s process are endangered species (see attached listing) and cultural resources.  While in general, if cultural resources and endangered species issues in the application are dealt with correctly, the application process should only take 45 days, endangered species and cultural resources can slow down the process substantially.  San Pedro River has designated critical habitat as well as other areas in Arizona.  If there is an endangered species issue, ACE will enter into consultation with the applicant under Section 7 (Interagency Cooperation) of the Endangered Species Act.

The Colorado River is the only navigable river in Arizona.  If crossing the Colorado by bridge or bore, ACE has no Clean Water Act Section 404 authority, but Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act may be triggered.  If so, ACE can issue a Letter of Permission, which is a shortened permit process.  Contact ACE if this is the case.

Water Quality Certification from the state of Arizona (Section 401 permit) usually authorized automatically through the ACE process; therefore obtaining a 401 permit from the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) is not necessary.  This is not the case if the project crosses one of the special water bodies listed by the ADEQ.

Mr. Dummer stated that there have been no major opponents to buried gas lines in Arizona in the past.

Mr. Dummer stated that the Federal Register currently has listings for considered modifications to the Nationwide Permitting Process.  These may not affect NWP 12, but when and if they are incorporated, Arizona may initiate Regional Conditions.  This may happen in February 2002.

Arizona Regulatory Staff Address:
US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
LOS ANGELES DISTRICT
PHOENIX FIELD OFFICE
3636 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE 760
PHOENIX, AZ  85012

Attachments:
1. Threatened and Endangered Species of Arizona
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