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MEDIA ALERT

CPUC May Soon Suspend Energy Choice for CA Consumers
Hearing Scheduled for June 14

According to a recently released agenda, the CPUC will make a decision on June 14 about the fate of direct access in California. The commission will vote on whether to enact the provision in AB1X (Water Code 80110) that allows the CPUC to suspend the rights of retail consumers to select and use an alternate energy provider.

The Alliance for Retail Energy Markets (AReM) considers the PUC’s plans to be counterproductive given that direct access is a key part of the legislative policy negotiations currently underway to revamp the Southern California Edison MOU. 

“Everyone should be moving forward in a united front and focusing on positive solutions,” said Aaron Thomas, a spokesperson for AReM. “A PUC move to end customer choice will do nothing to move the ball forward.”

AReM is in favor of maintaining direct access and believes that a healthy retail energy market is a key component of the energy solution in California. Direct access is an option that gives both residential and business energy consumers control over their energy needs. Without that option, Californians’ “energy destiny” will be held hostage by the utilities. The CPUC’s decision could deny all retail customers in California the right to choose an alternate electricity supplier -- a right they have had for more than three years.

For more information or to arrange interviews with AReM and other supporters of direct access, please contact Tracy Fairchild or Erica Manuel at 916-442-2331, tracy.fairchild@edelman.com, or erica.manuel@edelman.com. 

###

Alliance for Retail Energy Markets (AReM) is a coalition whose member companies include AES NewEnergy, Inc., Commonwealth Energy Corp., Enron Energy Services, Inc., GreenMountain Energy Company, The New Power Company, Shell Energy Services, and Strategic Energy, L.L.C..
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