El Paso Natural Gas Company 
Responses to Questions Raised at
Docket No. RP00-336-000, et al. Technical Conference

Question No. 12:	Why does El Paso propose to use summer capacities (versus winter) in allocating firm receipt point rights?

Response No. 12:	As noted in its filing, El Paso chose capacities shown on the summer flowsheets in its Line No. 2000 Project certificate application, as amended on March 15, 2001, as the basis for its allocation proposal because these capacities represent the system capacity that is available on a year-round basis.  Unlike the summer capacities, the higher winter capacities are not available on a year-round basis.  Winter capacities are higher than summer capacities principally due to two impacts related to ambient temperatures.  First, the lower ambient temperatures experienced during the winter tend to increase the amount of horsepower available from most of the gas turbine driven compressor units.  Second, the flowing temperature of the gas tends to be lower in winter due to more effective gas cooling and lower ground temperatures, both of which can be said to be the result of lower ambient temperatures 



