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A Whole New World


The Texas House and Senate political landscape came into focus last Wednesday after a three-judge federal court panel handed down its ruling on redistricting plans for those two deliberative bodies.  The judges’ Senate boundaries are the same as those adopted during the summer by the Legislative Redistricting Board, while the House map approved by the LRB was altered to address issues raised by the federal Department of Justice.

During the past legislative session, the Republican Party held a slim 16-15 majority in the Texas Senate.  A runoff in a special election to fill the late Sen. Tom Haywood’s(R-Wichita Falls) seat will determine if the Republicans will hold on to their majority during the legislative interim.  Under the new Texas Senate redistricting map, some pundits predict that Republicans could arrive in Austin in 2003 with a much stronger edge as the majority party in that body, with a gain of as many as four seats.  Locally, Senate District 4, now represented by Sen. David Bernsen (D-Beaumont), was changed so that it now extends from Fort Bend County north and east to the Louisiana border, thus becoming a Republican district.  Sen. Bernsen has announced his intention to run for State Land Commissioner.  Candidates that have indicated they will be running for the vacant District 4 seat are Rep. Tommy Williams(R-The Woodlands) and former state senator Michael Galloway(R).

The Texas House currently reflects a 78-72 Democratic majority, and those same pundits are predicting that as many as 80 to 85 Republicans could be elected under the new House plan.  Under the court’s House plan, it appears that 37 incumbent state representatives would be running against another incumbent residing in the same district.  In the Houston region, members forced to run against each other if they all seek re-election to the seats they now hold are Reps. Fred Bosse(D) and Joe Moreno(D); Reps. Debra Danburg(D), Scott Hochberg(D) and Kyle Janek(R); and Reps. Patricia Gray(D-Galveston), Craig Eiland(D-Galveston) and Zeb Zbranek(D-Winnie).  Rep. Janek has already announced he will be seeking the District 17 Senate seat being vacated by the retiring Sen. Buster Brown(R-Lake Jackson).  Fred Bosse has announced that he will not seek re-election to his House seat.  Today, Patty Gray announced that she will retire from the Texas House; Craig Eiland will run for the Galveston seat.

With the announced departures of House Appropriations Chairman Rob Junell(D-San Angelo), House Public Education Chairman Paul Sadler(D-Henderson), and House Transportation Chairman Clyde Alexander(D-Athens) and the likely retirement of Transportation Vice Chair Judy Hawley(D-Portland), the Texas Legislature will be losing a considerable amount of experience and leadership.  Several other noted House leaders will more than likely not be returning because they have been paired to run against fellow incumbents in other parts of the state.  The bottom line is that Texans will be seeing a number of new faces in Austin when the Legislature returns in 2003, and for the first time since the 1870s, the Texas House could reflect a Republican majority.

CORRECTION to November 15 edition of Legislative Update
In the November 15 Legislative Update we reported on the interim change to the House Transportation and Ways and Means Committees, but failed to list the area legislators with seats on those committees.  Area members on Transportation are Reps. Al Edwards, Peggy Hamric and Rick Noriega.  Area members on Ways and Means are Reps. Dennis Bonnen and Talmadge Heflin.






