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Old Man Winter has been up to his old tricks again, sharing some customary but unusually severe weather conditions: “heavy rains, ice, snow, freezing rain and wind.” While it may seem that we’ve already had a full compliment of winter weather, the possibility of severe conditions will still be with us for several months and we must be mentally prepared.            Do you know?

· 38% of all motor vehicle accidents occur during winter driving.
· Motor vehicle accidents are the No. 1 cause of death in winter storms.
· The most frequent accidents occur during rear-end collisions, at intersections, and while backing the vehicle.
· The No. 1 cause of winter driving accidents is driving too fast.  Usually this relates to a lack of mental adjustment on our part to seriously take into account the degrading road conditions and “slow down.”

“Winter Safe Driving Tip.”
· Plan your route ahead of time, leave early, and listen for traffic problems and weather conditions.

· If you have to drive, be sure to use your headlights during heavy precipitation.  (Note: wind and rain can create hazardous road conditions at any time during the year.  It is always safer to slow your speed and provide more reaction time when driving in stormy conditions)!

· Keep your gas tank at least half full to help prevent fuel line freeze-up in very cold temperatures.

· Bridges and overpasses can be icy and slippery.  Use extra care when driving on them.

· Keep your windows and lights clear of snow and ice so you can see and be seen.

· Use extra care when driving during the first few minutes of snow or rain.  Road surfaces are more slippery during this time because the precipitation mixes with oil, grease, and dirt on the road.  This mixture creates “black ice” at night, which cannot be seen with your headlights.

· Residential and side streets are often more hazardous than main streets.  They are less traveled and more slippery. Slow down and use extra care.  Expect the unexpected.

· During particularly hazardous weather conditions, we must remind others and ourselves that there are times when trips should be delayed or rescheduled altogether to ensure safety. 

· Although the use of cell phones while driving should be minimized at any time when possible, their use during extreme weather conditions may present additional distractions that should be avoided. 

Driving, for most of us, becomes routine and we think about many things while behind the wheel. Either consciously or subconsciously we make many decisions every second that impacts the safe operation of a vehicle. I’m urging each of you to THINK about your decisions while behind the wheel. Make every decision a conscious decision, and live the ETS Safety Vision while you’re driving. “Safety in Every Decision…Believed, Practiced, Promoted, Uncompromised.” 

“Only YOU can prevent a motor vehicle collision.”

Safety in every decision ... Believed, Practiced, Promoted, Uncompromised


