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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA





Order Instituting Rulemaking into Implementation of Pub. Util. Code § 390.


�



Rulemaking 99-11-022�
�






ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING


SEEKING INFORMATION FROM 


THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES





As all parties to this proceeding are aware, there has been significant discussion at this Commission and in the Legislature about revising the current methodology for calculating short-run avoided costs paid to qualifying facilities. Public Utilities Code Section 390 currently limits the options that this Commission can consider.  However, given the legislative interest in this area, we think the time is ripe to consider alternatives beyond those available under § 390.


In response to the current electricity crisis, the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) has been authorized to enter into long-term power purchase contracts on behalf of California utility ratepayers.  One option that we are interested in considering, once § 390 no longer limits the alternatives we may adopt, is a short-run avoided cost methodology that has a relationship to the electricity portfolio price the DWR is purchasing on behalf of ratepayers.  For the purpose of ensuring an adequate administrative record in this proceeding, we request that DWR provide the following information:


The total number of megawatt-hours that DWR has contracted for on behalf of California utility ratepayers;





The total dollar cost of those contracts;





This information may be provided in the form of a sworn declaration submitted to the ALJ in this proceeding by March 19, 2001.  The Commission will then file and serve the declaration on the service list of this proceeding.


In its declaration, DWR should include any explanation it regards as necessary for a clear understanding of the numbers and other information contained in the declaration.  For example, DWR may wish to indicate whether the numbers shown are for contracts actually signed, or whether they include contracts reached in principle, but not yet signed. 


IT IS RULED that by March 19, 2001, the California Department of Water Resources should submit a declaration setting forth the information described above to Assigned Administrative Law Judge Michelle Cooke.


Dated March 14, 2001, at San Francisco, California.











�
�
/s/   MICHELLE COOKE�
�
�
�
Michelle Cooke


Administrative Law Judge�
�
	�
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE





I certify that I have by mail, and by electronic mail to the parties to which an electronic mail address has been provided, this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Seeking Information from the Department of Water Resources on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.


Dated March 14, 2001, at San Francisco, California.








/s/  GABY L. SUSANTO�
�
Gaby L. Susanto�
�



NOTICE





Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.





* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *





The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities. To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.





If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703�2074, TTY 1-866-836-7825 or (415) 703-5282 at least three working days in advance of the event.





Footnote continued on next page
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