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in Economics
April, 2000
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DISSERTATION

Essays on Structural Modeling using Nonparametric and Parametric Methods


with Applications in the US Banking Industry



Advisor:
Robin C. Sickles



Other Advisors:
Bryan W. Brown, George Kanatas

HONORS  &  ACHIEVEMENTS


•  First Place, Student Paper Competition, South Western Economic Association, March 2000


•  Rice University Fellowship, 1995-99


•  Phi Beta Kappa: National Undergraduate Honor Society, 1995


•  Faculty Merit Scholar and Ohio Wesleyan Honor Student

•  Pi Mu Epsilon: National Mathematics Honor Society, 1994


•  Omicron Delta Epsilon: National Economics Honor Society, 1993


•  Florence Leas Award: Excellence in Mathematics, 1992 


•  State Rugby Champions (Division III)-Ohio, 1993;  Semi-Finalists, 1995


•  Junior Rugby International (Sri Lanka), 1989-90

LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY
 CITIZENSHIP


English, Sinhalese, and working knowledge of French
 Sri  Lankan

WORKING PAPERS  &  CONFERENCE  PRESENTATIONS

Measuring Competition in Loans and Deposit Markets in the US Banking Industry


•  South Western Economic Association Meeting, March 2000


Measuring Technical and Allocative Efficiencies in the US Banking Industry


•  South Western Economic Association Meeting, March 1998



•  Missouri Valley Economic Association Meeting, February 1998


A Structural Model of Competition in the US Banking Industry


•  Southern Economic Association Meeting, November 1998



•  Summer Intern Seminar, Dept. of Justice-Antitrust Division, Washington D.C., August 1998

WORK  EXPERIENCE


Department of Justice, Antitrust Division, Washington D.C.
Summer 1998


Summer Intern


•
Assisted economists in projects dealing with the US banking and communications industries


•
Compiled a quarterly data set of the US banking industry and state level demand variables


Department of Economics, Rice University
Aug 1995-Present


Instructor
 Spring 2000, Fall 1998-99 & Summer 1999


• ECON 211 : Principles of Economics I  : Microeconomics Theory
Taught one of two classes that form the foundation of the undergraduate economics curriculum

Assisted the course coordinators in preparing homework assignments and exams


Teaching Assistant/Student Assistant


Graduate Level (Ph.D./M.A.) Courses:


•
ECON 511 : Econometrics II  (Fall 1998)

•
ECON 508 : Microeconomics Theory II  (Spring 1998)

•
ECON 501 : Microeconomics Theory I
(Fall 1996)


•
Summer 1997
Conducted review sessions for graduate students retaking the Microeconomics Qualifying Exams


Undergraduate Level Courses:


•
ECON 212 : Principles of Economics II : Macroeconomics Theory
 (Spring 1997 & Fall 1995)


•
ECON 211 : Principles of Economics I  : Microeconomics Theory
 (Spring 1996 & Fall 1997)

Department of Human Performance & Health Sciences, Rice University
Aug 1997-99


Computer Consultant


•  Designed, updated and maintained the department home page

•  Designed and developed course home pages for faculty in the department


Department of Mathematical Sciences, Ohio Wesleyan University
Aug 1992-95


Department of Economics, Ohio Wesleyan University
Aug 1993-95


Teaching Assistant/Student Assistant


•  Tutored Introductory and Intermediate level class students in Calculus and Statistics

•  Graded assignments in Calculus, Statistics, Game Theory and Industrial Organization

Residential Life, Ohio Wesleyan University 

Aug 1994-95

Resident Assistant



•  Organized, coordinated and presented educational/social programs


•  Resolved resident conflicts, enforced university policies and aided in community building

COMPUTER SKILLS

•  Competent in major statistical software packages:  SAS, Matlab and Gauss


•  Proficient in word processing and data processing software: LaTex, Word, WordPerfect & Excel


•  Familiar with Scientific Work Place, Unix, Windows98 and DOS operating system


•  Proficient in Web page design and development

CAMPUS  ACTIVITIES


•  Member, Graduate Student Association men’s swimming and track teams, 1995-Present


•  Bartender, Valhalla: Graduate Student Association bar, 1997-Present
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