FIRE CHIEF NAMED
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CITY OF HOUSTON

NEWS RELEASE

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Jim Young
(713) 247-2868



Mobile

(713) 416-1988                                

D R A F T
MAYOR NOMINATES NEW FIRE CHIEF FOR HOUSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

HOUSTON, May 7, 2001 – Mayor Lee P. Brown has nominated Acting Fire Chief Chris Connealy to serve as the Fire Chief for the Houston Fire Department (HFD). Connealy has been Acting Fire Chief since Oct. 13, 2000, and will assume responsibilities as Fire Chief pending City Council approval. 

After conducting a nationwide search to find the most qualified candidates, a screening committee comprised of five prominent community members recommended several candidates to Mayor Brown.  Jeffrey Skilling, president and chief executive officer of Enron Corp., chaired the committee.  After careful consideration, Mayor Brown selected Connealy as the most qualified to lead HFD.

“Connealy is a 20-year veteran of the Fire Department. He has brought a fresh approach to addressing the challenges facing our Fire Department, and Houston has benefited from his hands-on leadership,” said Mayor Brown. “During his time as Acting Fire Chief, the Fire Department was accredited by the Commission on Fire Accreditation International, making it the world’s largest fire department to be accredited.”
Acting Chief Connealy is a graduate of Western Illinois University with a bachelor’s degree in Fire Administration. He recently completed the National Fire Academy’s Executive Fire Officer Program, placing him in an elite group of less than one percent of the nation's senior fire executives. He has served the HFD since 1978 as a suppression fire fighter, Emergency Medical Technician, Suppression Officer, Chief of Training, Suppression District Chief, Safety-Staffing Chief, Planning and Research Chief, and Acting Fire Chief. 

“We as a city are very fortunate to be able to draw upon the expertise and management skills of Acting Chief Connealy. He has dedicated his life to serving Houstonians and has made a positive impact on our Fire Department,” said Mayor Brown. “I am certain that under his guidance the fire department will overcome the challenges it faces and embrace the future with a commitment to diversity, spirit of cooperation, and a willingness to change.”

- more -
“We were very pleased with the opportunity to serve our community by contributing to such an important process”, said Skilling.

Members of the screening committee were: Jeffrey Skilling, president and chief executive officer of Enron; E. Troy Blakeney, Jr., partner at Clore & Blakeney, L.L.P.; Gerald B. Smith, chairman, chief executive officer and founder of Smith Graham & Company; Roel C. Campos, founder and part owner of El Dorado Communications; and, Dr. James H. “Red” Duke, a recognized television personality and the John B. Holmes Professor of Surgery at the University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston.

As Chief, Connealy will earn $????? per year.
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