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NATIONAL SURVEY FINDS STRONG SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL
 Americans Oppose Rewarding Terrorism by Pressuring Israel
     A clear majority of Americans say, in light of the terror attacks here, new pressure by the United States on Israel to make concessions to the Palestinians would only encourage more terrorism, according to a new survey.  
     Sponsored by The New Atlantic Initiative and The Chicago Sun Times, the national poll found almost 62% of Americans agreed now that terrorists have hit America, pressing Israel to surrender territory and divide Jerusalem would only incite more attacks by rewarding those who support terrorism.  Only 9.7% said they thought pressure on Israel would end terrorism and 28.8% had no opinion.
        Continued strong U.S. support for Israel drew support from 72.9% of those questioned.  Significantly, 62.8% said they thought the terrorist attacks on the U.S. would have occurred regardless of American support of Israel.
     In addition, an overwhelming majority of Americans said they thought terrorist attacks inside the U.S. would continue even if President Bush succeeds in his plan to defeat Osama Bin Laden’s terrorist network.
     11.3% thought the defeat of Bin Laden would end terror activity within U.S. borders while an overwhelming 82.5% of those questioned thought terror attacks would continue from other sources. 6.2% had no opinion.  
     
   President George Bush continues to receive remarkably wide support for his handling of today's turbulent events.  Overall, 84.9% give him a favorable rating, with 62.2% rating his performance in the crisis as very favorable.
     Asked whether the Muslim community around the world is doing all it can to stop terrorist attacks by radical Muslims against the United States, 17.2% of respondents said yes, while a sweeping majority, 71.2%, thought the Muslim community was not doing enough.
    The poll was conducted by McLaughlin and Associates among 1000 U.S. citizens and likely voters between October 12 and 14, 2001, and is subject to plus or minus 3.1 percent at a 95% confidence interval.
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